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AS all, my friend, through wily knaves, full often suffer wrongs, 
Forget not, pray, when 1t you've read, to whom this book belongs. 
Than one Charles Clark, of Totham Hall, none to't a right hath better, 
A wight, that same, more read than some in the lore of old black-letter. 
And as ©. C. in Essez dwells—a shire at which all laugh— 

His bpoks must, sure, less fit seem drest, if they're not bound in calf ! 
Care take, my friend, this book you ne'er with grease or dirt besmear it ; 
While none but awkward puppies will continue to © dog*s-car”? it ! 

And o'er my books when book-worms ** grub,” I'd have them understand, 
No marks the margins must de-face from any busy * hand ”” 

Marks, as re-marks, in books of Clark's, when e're some critic epy leaves, 
It always him 80 wasp-ish makes, though _—_—_ but on the fly-lcaves ! 
Yes, if 80 they're used, he'd not de-fer to deat a fate most meet— 

He'd have the soiler of his guires do penance in a $heet / 

The Ettrick ZHogg—ne'cr deemed a bore—his candid mind revealing, 
Declares, to beg ** a copy” now's a mere pre-text for stcaling ! 

80, as 8ome knave to grant the loan of this my book may wish me, 

I thus my book-plate here display, lest some such ** * Should dish me ! 
—But hold, —though I again declare wiru-holding I'll not brook, 

And ** a sea of trouble” still shall take to bring book-worms ** to book 7” 6 
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Romans,$. 30,ver/e 


| Morcouer,whom he predeſtinated ,them alſo he called: 
and whom hecalled,them alſo he iuſtified:and whom 
he iuſtified ;them) alſo he glorified, 


mn Very Scripture (faith the bleſſed ;, 
Oy Apoſtle) giuen by inſpiration, is 
Sprofitable to inſtru& the man of 
God, and to make him perfe@to 
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| it is written, the head of the Riuer Nylss could 


never. be found: ſorhe height, depth, and ſpir- 
wall knowledge ,: which lyeth couched in this 
whole verſe,in euery point, in cuery word it is vn- 
ſearchable, it cannotbe ſounded. Concerning the 
Doctrine. 


_ * © Surely,howſoeuer men do liue at eaſe for atime 


inthis life , and careleſſely paſſe on in this buſje 
world; yet the efpeciall and maine point,is the fal- 
uation of the Soule , to be aſſured of the life to 


come: andif a man might bee fatiſfied therein, 


then all were well, all were ſure indeede. 

Alas, this life cndeth, and God knoweth howe 
ſoone,cuen this night before to morrow, may my 
ſoule bee taken from mee  andit I could proue 
vnto my heart,that God had choſen mee to eter- 
nall life, then I ſhould thinke my ſelfe the moſt 
happie and blefled creature aliue. -In this great 


.. , and weighty point of ſaluation, for euer , to an 


ſwere a manthroughlie and ſoundly, ta fatithe a 
mans heart and ſoule vnto the full, there is no one 
p_ all the: holy booke of God, that can, fo 
riefely, ſo plainely , ſo ſufficiently inſtrudt vs, 
this one ſhort verſc. | 
*. The auncient Fathers, in the courſe of their 
writings ,they,doe call ir the Golden Chaine of 
cur Soha Npcanſe each one of theſe : Pre 


d-ſination, Calling , Iſtifeation,and rode 
old ial F : 
bold 


LS 


Jo coupledand kut together, that if you h 


r6ſapport my weakeneſſe,toenlarge rny heart, 8 p'6 


 Breaeſimation. ge 
onelincke,you draw'vnto you the'whole Chaitie? 
ifyouler go one,you looſeall; OE 17 
© Forthe manner of my proceeding , according 
tothe fathers alluſion: Firſt Iwil vnty this Chane, 
and weigh euery lincke in. his owne proper 'bal- 
lance, and ſo handling euery —_— — 
it ſelfe ; in the end I will knit them vp, andcloſe 
them all rogether againe. And here before I <tter 
any further , I moſt humbly craue pardon, and 
fauorable conſtruction inthis matter. Iktnow'right = 
well;1 amto rouch a very great and weightye pq, 
dint.of religion,indeed ſo ſecret and deepe), 'thar nar 
Lane throw my ſelfe downe'at thetoote of Gods Pt 
mercy ſeat, beſceching him with all humbleneſſe, a 


ro-giue me an'vnderſtanding ſpirit, that wharſoe- hy 


ver I ſhall ſpeake, itmay bee with fach rructh of vere 
his word, with ſuch:zeale of his glory;with ſuch re- yi 
verence of his' Maieſty , as becometh this ſer- cap: 


vant,and this holy place.For Predeſtination, beeing _ 
ſo higha point, whercin offence may bee ginen by - 
wadingtoofarre :by Gods aſſiſtance, it ſhall bee gear 
touched ſo plainely , and with ſuch moderationas $* 
eucr-more , Iwill be ſure to keepe the ruleiof the loc 
facred word ot God,for my guide. '.- hf. 
' The purpoſe and drift of Saint Paul , in'this 5 
place,is to Prone vnto the Romans,becing then in De 


A perſecution , that howſoeuerin this life; miſery Ps 
and afflitions did befall them, yer their faluation . 
A 3 ſtood | 


O— 


| reaeſtination. 
ſtood ſure and moſt certaine, becauſe it depended 
vpontheynfallible purpoſe of GO D, which here 
is called Predeſiination. So that; Predeſlinatiqn is 
the ſecret and immutaþle purpoſe of God: where: 
by he hathdecreed from all eternity, to: call thoſe 
whom hee hath loued in his Sonne Chriſt z and 
through faith and good workes, to make them veſ 
{cls of eternall glory, ron 
That God of his free mercie, hath madechoyſg 
_ of ſome to eternall. life , it is apparent in,diners 
places, Epheſians r.and the 5, ver; Hee hath Predefps- 
natedv3.to bee adopted unto himſelfe , through Its 
-— "WE : according to thegoodpleaſure of his owne 
Vi on FS 4.99." wts ooo 
+ , 1n the2.to Tim..x, the 8,and g.verſ. Hee hath 
w" ſaned,vs,and called 'vs ;argording to his owne ke aſe 
 andgrace, which was given to. vs, throug Olnd 
Ws leſus , before the world was. So tlie, as the-Potrer 
hath power ouer the clay,to makeit, cither aveh 
ſell ofhonour,or diſhonour; ſo God hath power a: 
uerthe ſonnes of men; & of his owne free mercy, 
hath made choyſc of ſome toeternall life , and 0- 
thers hath left vnto perdition,Ged hath created al for 
* bimſelfe : and the wicked for the euill day, | 
Now,if it be demaunded, why God hath made 
choiſeof ſome,andnot of arhers ; and fo thought 
| Sniuſtice and want of compaſſion; that hee ſhould 
. reie& men, before they bee borne, and brought in-, 
tothe light : and creeuer they have done good 
5s | or 


ee SD - 


# queſtions,cither of of ?redeſtination, Elettion,Deſit. adi 


oreuill, asitis ſaid in the 9. tothe Romathe 11, 
and 12, ver.7 er ever thechildren were borne , when Ron 
they had done neither good nor exill ( that the purpoſe * 
of God might remaine,aceording to eletFion) 1 haue lo- 
wed Tacob,col have hated Eſau: In this caſe] firſtan- 
ſwer plainely wich the Prophet Iſaiah, in his 45, ** 
Chap. the 9,ver.#obee unto him that ſtrinethwith 
bis maker + or ,what art thou ( O man that dareſt ſtand 
—= pleadag:inſt God? Theelay may not diſpute with 
the Potter, Man that is but duſt and aſhes,hee may 
not reaſon the cafe with his Creator « To knowe 
further , why God hath made choiſe of ſome and 
not of others :there is no other reaſon to be giuen, 
- no other anſwer to be made, bur that it is his good 
pleaſure,it is his will, Miſericordia eius, cauſa Miſes 
ricordie,Godſpeweth mery,to whom he wilſhew mers , 
& : andhe hath compaſſion upon whom it pleaſeth him 
to hane compaſſion. There is powerand free liberty in p, 
G OD), to giue and'beſtowe his grace: both to 
whom, when, and how much-ſoeuer it pleaſeth 
him, Huic fit miſericordia,tibi non fit iuturia ( ſaith 
S, Aug»ſiine)God chooſerh one, he refuſcth ano- 
ther:to hira,he ſheweth mercy , to thee hee doth 
NO MNIULYs 

Here then wee muſtreſt : here we muſt make Fa 
afullpoint, Itis Gods good pleaſure,it is his will, *** 
And this one anſwer, it is a barrefor all deepe 


nie, orany ſuch like. Iris Gods good pleaſiue : ir (34 


 redeſtination. 


4. 1s his will. His will is the cauſe of all cauſes - and 
ad further we cannot go . Whom this anſwer doth 
- not content, -S. Gregory doth anſwer. directly, 
' Rain fattis Dei rationem non videt , infirmitatens 
g-ſuam conſulerans cur non videat,rationem wvidet , In 
* the hidden wotks of God, hee that ſeeth not a rea» 
ſon,ifhe ſec his owneinfirmity, hee ſeetha (uthict- 
ent reaſon, why he ſhorld not ſee. Wee cons 
clude then bs f good Saint Auguſtinezin his.5 ge 
| Epiſtle ad Puwlenum ; occulta; effe cauſa poteſf , me 
m. iuſtacfſe nor poteft. Why God hath made choiſe 
| of lome.and not of others: howſocuer vnto vs the 
cauſe be hidden ; yet vndoubredly ut cannot bee _ 
vniuſt, [| 
This Dodtrine briefely ſet downe , and thus 
plainely appearing - that Predeſiination 75 the im- 
anutable purpoſe of God : whereby bee hath made 
#hoyſe of ſome, and reietted others, according to the 
 pleaſureof his owne will : It ſecmerh ar the fiſt, 
when mendo commit ſfinne;they cannot auoide it, - 
asif GOD had fo ordained it, Hee hath made ' 
choyſe of ſometo life,and others hee hath reiec- 
ted : therefore when they finne, and foilow the 
courſe thar leadeth vnto death; rhey doe itof ne- 
_y ceſlity. 0,God forbid, there ſbould bee wunrighteouſ<.. 
- -nejse in God,or iniquity in the Almighty. For G 0 D: 
| hath commannded no man to doe wngodly - nether: 
hath heginen any man licence to ſwne . Before wee | 
:” reſoluc thisdoubr , there ariſeth a very notable 
ale 
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|| picares ,they ſaid-ir came by chance... driftotle 


and neceſfary queſtion,which (intimes paſt) hath 
troubled many wits. If God bee not the author of ; 
ſinne, if he bee nor the cauſe of mans offending; . .. 
how came fſinne firſtto be>how:came it in>where -. 
was the firſt beginning of ic ? The heathen Philo/o» 

phers, they rouedatthe matter a farreoff., The. - 


and his ſeQ.rhey ſaid, it was the error of nature, 
Plato came a little nearer, and heſaid , it, aroſe 
*& bw our of the nature'of nan. Marichens the he- 
reticke(to aucidethe former opinions ) hee fained 
rwo Gods. Duoraffirmanit fe Deos 3 alternne qui- ©1, 
dem bounws, alternxns verd malum.One he auerred lid. 
to be the author aud firſt beginner of all good:the ©*Þ 
ey nenamw ney - 
his opinion vent currantalongume , almoſt | 
three hundred yeares , as Nicephorne.writeth, and Nic 
the reaſon was, becauſe, men neuer looking into © 
the word of tructh; by the light of nature, they 
SO ITIEOS 
we may tully s point- ver 
_— we wal ſet downe the lineall diſcerae 
ane, To HATS ST. devs foe 
Sinne firſt ariſeth from concupiſcence. pvery 7. 
man is when he is drawne away,by his owne 
contupiſcence and ix inticed. All ſin; all wickednes of 
this life ( wharſoeuer ) firſt ariſeth from concu- 
piſcence,from our owne wicked inclination. From 
whence then comes concupiſcence ? That. David v4; 
| ſhewes 


ſhewes:ex immundo ſemme te are borne ininiquitie, 
g. «ndweare conceinedinſame: as the originall doth 
_ fGignibe,weareall warmed in vncleane bloud. If 
webeallborneinfin,andby nature corrupt , wee 
muſt aſcend higher ro ourficſt parents 3 and know 
how they came fiiftto finne. Adam and xue( as 
appeareth in the 2, of Geneſ.they firſt ſinned , by 
ycelding conſent vnto the Dewll: they tooke it 
from Sathan, Heere: then comes in the maine 
ueſtion,how came the Deuill firſt ro finne ? The 
euill at firſt was created in poreſiate ſtavdi & ea- 

- fend; hehadinhis firſtcreation, a pcſſibilny , to 
 Mandorfalkpowerof continuance: that hee had 
+ from God: poſſibility of falling:char he had from 
bimſelfe. For it is a ground in divinity .. Inmuta- 
biliter bonumeſſe,Deiproprinmeſs, To bee immura- 

- bliegood,withourany-change or alteration, iris 
_ * onelyproper vnto God : therefore, had hee poſe 
Gbiluy roſtand or to fall, S. Avgsſiine alſo,heren- 
dreth anotherreaſon,why the Deuill (created an 
Angell of light)had poſſibility of falling. Becauſc 
(fairthe)ar the firſt, hee was created of nothing, 
gherefore he had in him poſſibility ro returne ro 
. nothing, if ſo be, hedid nor rely in the goodneſle 
of his creator,if he did not ſubic&t himſelfe vndet 
the power of God, | 
Toreſoluethen; Sathan at the firſt was creared 
an angellof lighe, and had poſſibiliric ro ſtand or 
fall; but inthe 14.0f7/aih,andthe 14.vcr,VVhere- 
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as he faith there: 1 wil »ſad 4bone the height of the | 
cloudes: I will be like the moſs high. Then did Sathan | 
chooſe rather, to be an abſolute ature im himſelfe, | 
to ſhake of his alleageance, and to'abandonthe | 
oodneſſe of Gad: then «< relying tillin.God) ro 
becſtabliſhedby is 2awer ... Qur Sauiour Chriſt 
ſaith; 1 ſaw Sathas fall 6 lightwing from btaven. Ard 
the lightning we know ;. 45: NOt caſkgowne by: a 
other : but itfalleth, and breaketh our of. ir ſelfe 
alone. The Dixell ( ſaithS.Peter) was eaſt downe to 2.) 
hell, and deligered unto chaines of darkenes, The rca- ©* 
ſon is rendred inthe: 6vFwde : becauſe whenhee 
had poſſibilitie ro ſand or fall, bee kepthort his firſt 
eſtate, Non perfititin weritate; lohw the $.4.4.He 4+ 
boad not inthe trueth, So then, to deſcend againe, 
TheDiuell, keis Primmiuus peccator,,- hee. was the | 
; | firſt offendrcvFarube ſerneth from the beginning, "4% 
- | Ftom. the.deuill:fope,was derived, voto Adam : 
| from Ademao- ll his poſtenry ,borneofyncleane 
| || ſeeder frothagomuprion of yncleane birth, it is ſe- 
\ || crctly cautighed roourinelination , to concupil 
ſence, Thus ffomthe Divell,finnefarſt boyleth vp; 
as our of a maine Sea: from him , when it comes {| 
to Adem, it aviſath; as outoffa ſpring: from this 
ſpring, 1tis reſcrued innatpre,as ina Conduit:from 
nature,conuaicd to concupiſcence; as hy a pipe:& 
frumthencc,dothiflue a ſtreame of wickedneſſe,to 
the Sea againe, PSy | | 


- 
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Now:although & be thus manifeſt , that finne | 
doth 


 Predeſtewation. 

doth proceede-from the ſuggeſtion of Sathanz 
working with our-owne concupiſcence : yet, euill 
and godleſſe men, they thinke they are tempted 
of God : and when they ſinne, they do not fticke to 
ſay,God hath ſo decreed it, let him therefore worke 
his will : for who hath ener reſiſted his will. Homer 
z- : that notable: Heathen Poet, hee anſwered ſuch 
_ on fidy,in the perſon of Jupiter, ſpeaking in 
this ſort. - ] 


' Q'76 wer pep ojf 10 Store Ceolet diribuyras 
' EZ yplor yag (ao! Kel) burn: bt Ns x97 fool 
* Coico arao du 1010,vefp uiger gays Cy oor. Y.-.% 
O yee fooliſh mortall men, euer' and anones 
you "4 out of the immortall Gods, imputing to 
themthecauſe of yous miſeries , when (indeede) 
|. your ſclues are the-workers of your owne: wo. 
4.2. Perditio tua ex te,O Iſrael, Thow haſt fallen by thind 
; owneiniquity. Stigias ltr querimssondas . Like 
the Oftridge,we do pricke our ſelues with our own 
feathers and weour ſclues do cauſe the ſhippe 
to leake,whiere we faile. Onely (lo) this hane I found 
that God hath made mas righteous, 'but they haut 
| ſought out many inzentions. Xuare pectas, quia ne- 
(*2* {is ? eHow comesit topaſſe, ſaith S. Aug. that 
| thou doſtfinne- becauſe thou art ignorant? it is | 
' notſo..Why doſtthou fir? becauſe thou art com 
| pelled> thereis no ſuch manter- why doeſt thou 
 finne? becauſeit pleaſeth, irdelighterh thy wick 
5. £dandcorrupted nature. 1» the tranſgreſtion of 4 


man 


Fi . 


man,is his ſnare, Of out owne accord, wee runne 
wilfully into the dead fall of finne: ſo is it in the 
9.Pſal.and 16.verſ.T he ungodly is trapped, how? not 

by God,but by the workes of his owne hands . The 
Lord our Godis good, holy and onely holy : ſo 
holy, that. ( as Job ſaith) the Angels are oncleane 
inhis ſght: ſo puregthat his Miniſters , the Cher 19, 
bins are of fire moſt<leere ; and yet, the Cher«- 
bins and Seraphins do couer their faces with their 
wings , asnot able to behold theperfedt brightnes 

of his moſt pure and vndefiled Maieſtic. Therfore, 
although no a@ion can be done without.God, aud 
that hispowWeris ſo inallthings , that we cannotſo 
much, as lifc - Aon fingar without him, For i 
him we liue, 4nd moue, and haue all our being : Yet is 
not God. the cauſe of any fin; 8 «d/ner9r war, AR. 
Wee cannot faſten the leaſt touch of any euill ** 
yppon G OD. But ſoit ſtands. 4 eademgue act io 
tribuitur &9 cauſe principals, &> inſirumentali.. In 
one and the ſelfe ſame aion, there is a double 
cauſe. Firſt, the inſtrumentall cauſe mouing: then 
God ſeparated from the inſtrument; as giuing + 
power ofmotion to. the fame. Through this dou-. 
ble cauſe- of moouing, there is a double worke, . 
whichvnto vs ſcemeth to be but one. For exam- + 
ple: God(as appearethin the 2. of the As, and 
the 23.ver.)by his determinate counſell and fore- 
knowledge; deliueredvp our Sauiour Chriſt , as 
the principall cauſe ; /#das as the inſtrumentall 


caule 


| 


| per males non mm malis. The wicked arctheinſtru-W | 


| | 


/ 


eauſe: yer, neither is Godto bee drawnein, as 4 

any in «ds. fault ; nor /#dx:s to bee excuſed as 
.y7 AY gthe worke of God : For Godneuer c6- 
manded dz: to deliuer vp Chriſt : nor 1das in 
deliuering him had any fuch intention, as to doe 
God ſeruice inthe exccution of his will. Dexs agit 


ments of God : Yet not God the cauſe of their wic- 
kedneſſe. God is the cauſe of the ation , but not 
of the euill,or quality in the ation . For example: 
A man trauaileth his horſe by the way, be is the 
cauſe of his going : bur, if his horſe halts or haue 
an ill pacc,he is notthe cauſe of his 1l] going. 

A cunning man ſtriketh an inſtrument with his 
fingars; heisthe cauſe of the ſound, bur if the In- 
' ſtrument bebad,or the ſtrings not well choſen,hee 

js not the cauſe of the ill ſound. 
The Iron ruſteth:thou wilt not wite it vpon the 
Smith . Wine ſowreth , the fault is notinthe vint- 
ner. In the heauens,there is a double motionoTee 

. xxl arooreepn; The fixed Starres ,and the whole 
lid. Globe of all,is.carried about with one Sphere, and 


5 With one motion: yet theplanets in themſclues, 


hauea wandringand vncertaine courſe, The like, 
we may viſually behold incuery clocke, the grea+ 
teſt andhigheſt 'wheele moueth,, and carryeth as 
bour all the reſt; yetin this motion , ſome wheeles 
turne:tothe righthand;othersto the left, and thax 
by acontrary courſe, ' | | 


: & 


So thenir fareth thus with the wicked .. As hee 
hat bath ancuill and corrupt ſtomacke, if hee doe 
arc hony, it turneth into gall: or , as if a mans 
and be out of 1oynt, when he would: moue tt one 
yayit turnes another? ſo the-wicked and godleſſe 
men,whereas the light of nature,Gods ſpirit ..and 
his word leadeth them one way, their owne: vile 
inclination,their own concupiſcenceleadeththem 

Wanother. WD | 

BB Nowthen,whar ſhall we fay? is there varigh- 

Wrcouſneſſe with God ? doth he cauſe vs tocommir 

Wine? No, God forbid , wickedreſſe ſhould bee in 

WU God,or iniquity in the Almighty. Bur as it is ſide 
before, Ewery mens drawne away by his owne conce- 


bringeth forthſin: and ſorne,when it is finiſhed, brin- 
eth forth death. | 
Having hitherto freed God from all imputa-. . 
ration of cuil,by ſhewing from whence ſin comes, 
and that God 1s not the author of it , wee doe 
beere mecte with the Pelagian Heretike ( who not 
able ro vntie this knot) affirmes that the wicked 
are reieed,forthefins which God fore-ſaw they 
would commit :and ſo contrariwiſethe godly,pre- 
venting the grace of God by their merits, arcpre- 
deftinated , and choſen chrough faich, and good 
workes,which GOD fore-ſaw, they ſhould doc: 
Making Godseternall cle&ion to depend vppon 
our faith, andypponour workes; whereas ( cleane 
con. 


piſcence, andic inticed: luft, when it hath conceined, "> 


Taws.T 


' enworthy in our ſelues, and ſo Gods eleRon is 


1 tdeocletFwe eſt quir,quiatalis futurns erat, fed ex ta- 
'* lielettionetalis oft facFus : No man was ever cho- 


”- fore-ſaw that hee ſhould doe t but thefaith and 
: good workes,which wenow doe , proceede from 


kmen, | 
by God hath ſaved vs ,and called rus, not to our 


| 
= 
XK 


contrary ) ourfaith;our good workes, and all 


d that is in vs,doth wholy depend vppon Gods 
eeeletion. _ 
* Saint Pasl ſaith direQly . God bath choſentos in. 


bit ſonne Chriſt, _ the foundation of the worli 


we. If in Chriſt? Aſſuredlyit appeares , we were 


the cauſe of our good workes.E! caſa non eft peſte- 

"= ſuo effetFu ,the cauſe, it dothneuer follow the 
et, 

The learned Schooleman, makes itplaine: Nov 


ſenthrough faith and good workes, which G OD 


theeternall eletion,which went before, i: 
- This doththe Apoſtle very plainely ſer downe, | 
c 


— 
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workes but according to his owne purpoſe ah Eon 


which was giuen to vs, through Telus Chriſt, 
the world was, | 
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Calling, 


Moreouer whom he Predeſtinated,them alſo 


he Called, 

TN Finto ſome chanell or riuer : So 
J fro Predeſlination (the great depth 
of Gods quan Fas Apoſtle com- 

"NT meth vnto Calling. For , whereas 

' it hath beene ſhewedin opening 

Þ| the firſt point , that God of his free mercy did 

& f| chooſe ſometo life: andothers hath leftvnto Per- 

WS dicion.Inthisca'e,if God ſhould neuer Call men, 

t I ifhe ſhould neuer offer them grace, it might ſeeme 

My preiudiciall to his mercy ; and though wee did 

ine, yetitmight bethought, our ſclues.could not 
| redrefle ir. For this cauſe the Apoſtle commeth 
| from Predeſtinationto Calling:that is, from Gods 
| determinate counſel], ro the meanes , which hee 

'J hath appointed for our ſaluation. 

This Callizg is two-fold, eyther outward, or 
inward. The outwardand generall Calling,is, ' by 
theworkes of God,and by his word, _ by his 
J -.- workes 


I)? from the maine Sea, we do ſtrike 


x< 


workes. This world;it is an /ninerſty, or a Colledee: 
wherein there are two Ledrres, whereof cuery 
man liningmuſt bee an hearer,and a learner. The 
fi:ſt , is the Philoſophy Iefture , concerning Gods 
wotkes, intne heauens, and all his creatures « by 
the which we are taught,and daylic Called ro know 
God. 

Thiz,is aplaine , 2nd caſte Lecture , written in 
great. Capitall Lztte:s,that eucry ſimple, and igno- 
rant man may read 1t 11uming. The other is the 
Dwvinitie Leffvre,xhon we arc exemrreed from the 
firſt,and led on furrhcr to know God in his word, 
Botlitheſe LecFures; they arc expreſſed together 
tt therg. Pſa, Fromthe 1,verſ.tothe 7. 1s contay- 
 nedthe Philoſophre Letture . The Heanens acciare 
” t the'glory of God * and the Firmament ſheweth his 
' hivteworie, Dey untodiy witereth the ſame , and 
Night onto wight teacheth Lnowledge * there is no 
ſpeech ror langnage , where their voyce is not heard, 
Their ſound ts gone forth through all. the earth , and 
their words onto the ends of the world. In them, hath 
heeſcta Tabernacle for the Sunne , which commeth f 

Wth as a Brdegroome ont of his Chamber z and retoy- 
c&th the a mighty man, to run his race :' His going 
owt:is from the end of the heatten : and his compaſſe s 
into the eads of the ſame , and noneis hid from the 
heate thereof. : 

' The Dininity LeQture begins at the ſeauenth. 
verſe,and continnes tothe 11,verlc, | Th 
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gold: yea, then much fine gold: ſweeter a'ſo then 


fernant taneht,and in keeping of them there is great 


from enery exe of vs. In the 143,Plalme, and the 5, - 
pon all thy workes andexert'ſe my ſeife in the workes 


phy leure,hemuſt vie meditation. For indeede, 


The law of the Lord, is an uncefiled Law , 'con- 
verting the ſoule : the teſtimony of | the Lord # ſure: 
en4 etucth wiſedome to 1he ſanple. The Statutes of } 
the Lordare right: and reioyce the heart . The com- 
manindement of the Lord is pure : and gineth light 
unto the eyes . T he feare of the Lordis cleane: and en- 
duy:th for ener The indg:ments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to bee deſued then 


hony, and the honye combe: Moreoner by themss thy 


reward, 
Touching the Philoſophy Lefture : that we are 


all firſt Called, ro know God by his workes; It 1s 
moſt apparen:.For #9» eft Dauinitatis ſymbolums 
the world is the glaſic of Gods Diuiuity . The hea- 
then Philoſopher faiths Dew tangitur in operibus. 1, 
God is even touched in his workes, He itumperh ris, 
with S. Paul, Acts 177. 27. The heathen by groping 
might haue found hin . for doubtleſſe, he ts not faxre 6. 


1 


verſe, the holy Prophet faith thus. [ willmwſe wp- 
of thy hands. If a man will profi: by this philoſo- 


ta man doe rightly conſider of the Ebbing, and 
Flowing of the Sea,whereofno reaſon can beren- 
dred.; of the certaine courſe, and change of the 
Moone, withthe ſccret influence of the ſame © the na- 

B 2 __ 
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Ca Ing. 


ture of winde,no man knowing , whence it com- 


meth , nor whether it gocth : the hugeneſſe of 
theſweeling Sea, gir: by Gods commaundement, 
that it doth not ouerflow rhe banckes : the ragirg 
Thunder, which makes al the beaſts of the field 
totremble: the feartull Lightningz which in the 
ewinckling of an eye, paſſerh from Eaſt roiWeſt ; 
how allt!1ngs keepe their appointed courſe, wher. 
in they were created. As wee walke abroadinthe 
helds,if wee doe behold, and view the glory of 
the Sunre,and Mocne: the beauty of the Slarres: 
the ſiveer Dew: diſtilling Showers: greene Paſtures, 
pleaſant Meddowes ; cleare Springs; thicke IWoogdes, 
guſting Foaptaines : the wondertull increaſe of 
Corpe,Cattle,and ſuch hke:VVho is hee ( belold- 
ing theſe things , and ſeriouſly mcdicating vpon 


this Philofophylecture) but hee muſt needes con- 


fe{le,thar God doth Call him, being 1o manifeſtly 


'taughtto know him in his workes? 


. And,as Gad is thus ſeene, and taught vnto all 
the heathen people by his workes , in wyanordope 
in theframe and compoſition of this great world, 
ſo likewiſe GOD doth Call vs , by Is workes in 
pxgozorw inthe little World of man. Homo eft c4- 
li ſmuulachrum &-interpres nature. Man, heis the 
picture ofthe Heauens,andthe intc1preterof Na- 
rure.Concerning God , we acknowledge him to 


be a ſpirit 3 concerning the World, we haue found . 


itto bea body : in ay, we haue an abridgement. 


of 
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Calling. 

of both, namely, of God, in regard of his ſpirit; of 
the World, in the compoſition of the body; as 
thoughthe Creator (vpon purpoſe, to ſet forth a 
mirror of his workes } intended to bring into this 
one little compaſſe of man, both the inftaitenefle of 
his ownenature,and the hugeneſle of the whole 
world together. 

As in theWorld, ſo inthe body of man, there 
is a wonderfull mixture of the fourc Elements. The 
Heart.placed in the mideſt, as the Exyth our cen- 
tre : the Li#er,like the Sea, from whence the liuely 
ſprings of bloud doe flow : the Yerpes(like riners) 
ſpredding themſelues abroad vnto the vitermoſt 
members : the Braine, which giveth light and vn- 
derſtanding,placed aloftlike the Sunne- the Serſes 
ſet round about, like ſtarres for ornament : the 
Countenance of man, tull of grace,and Maieſty,ſtri- 
king aterrorinto all Creatures.Such and ſo won- 
derfull is God in his power, that he is ſcene inthe 
workemanſhip ofthe body. 

But ifman ( as it were out of himſelfe ) could 
behold this body, receiuing life, andentring into 
thevſe of all his motions : 7oints, mouing fo ac- 
tively: Sinewes,ſtirring io nimbly z Senſes, vttering 
their force ſo ſharpely *: The wward Powers,ſo cx- 
cellent: the Spirit, ſupernaturall:Reaſon, ſo Diuine: 
the inde & Copitation, ſo quicke and infinite : the 


nN 


8 Ynderſtandine,(o Angel-lke : andthe Soule (aboue 


all) Pezz4<ype, rhe ingrauen image of the im- 
| B 3 mortall 
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. ledge Mahometcheirgreat prophet:nor the 1ndrans, 


i alling. 


mortall God.It man could enter into h1mſelfe,and 
conl1der rightly ofthis, he muit necdes bee driuen 
roconfeſle, that God hath Called lym , by thoſe 
wotkes,which are moſt apparent in himlelfe. 
Thereforeas Saing Paul ſoundly reaſonerh , in 
the 1.to the Bomarnz,and the 20, veri\Noman can 
excuſe i:mſeite, Neither the T#rkes,wlio acknow- 


thac worſhip the Sunne.northe, Fprprrans, who of- 
ter lacrificeto a!! manner of beaſts : neyther they, 
or any other remote, 21d barbarous pcople , that 
do worſhip ſt:ange Idols of their owne inuen- 
tion ? none of theſe can excute himſeife, and fay 
he is not Called: becauſe the iruiſihle things of GOD 
(bus eternall porter and Godhead) ars ſ ene by the\ 
creation of the worid, betr'n conſidered in his workes: 
to the intent oll men might be without excuſe . Thus 
we {e2,by this Philoſopiy \efture,all people (what- 
ſocuerdare ja{trufted to know God. Butto his own 
people, God reades Divinity Lecture : hee Calleth 
and reacheth them by his woid. Inihe 146, Pal. 
andthetwo laſt verſes. G © Þ hath ginen his word 
wato Iato9, his ſtatutes,and his ordinances unto lſra- 
ell, Hee hath not dealt ſowith enery Nation, ncuther 
hane the heathen &:owlcdge of his Lawes, So then, 
as 13 the 1. of Kirg. 6.28 verſe, thereis mention 
madeofthres Courts of the Temple at Terrſalem ; 
waercinGod was warſhipped : ſo here arethree 


Courts, Re, 
Furl}, 


nd 


en 
Je 


| Calling. | 

Firſt, we behold God in the frame,and compo- 
ſition ofthe Heanen,and the Earth,as the great and 
o:trermoſt Court: then we ſee Ged jn our ſclues, in 
the workemanſhippe ofthe body,in thepowers of 
the minde.,and foule:there is the inner Court. Laſt- 
ly,with the high prieſt , wee enter into Sanctum 
Sanctorum; that is,wee behold God ,and learneto 
know himyin his ſacred and heauenly Word, All 
the Prophets,8 Apoltles,all the Miniſters of God, 
they are Diuinity Lefturers:and all Nations , peo- 
ple,and kinred , ro whom they haue,8& do preach 
the Goſpell of Ietus Chriſt;all theſe haue their out- 
ward Calling: and vntoall theſe,grace mercie,and 
faluation in Chriſt Ieſus, hath becne offered. And 
hereof is thatplace vnderſtood inthe 20, of Mat. 
16.verſ; Many are Called, but few are choſen (i) by 
the outward Calling, both of the workes of God,8& 
of is word, many are Called(for this outward Cal- 
u#ng is common bothto good and bad ) but by the 
inward Calling,efteQually working in them alwely 
faich,apprehending Chriſt: ſo, very few are Called. 


Here in this place of Saint Paul,is ment a more _ | 


ſpeciall, powerfull, and inward Calling , which is 
wrought by Gods ſpirit;and ioyned with faith ; ſo. 
dcth Saint A#g»ſt,expound it,in his booke dePre- 
d:ſtivatione ſanitorum. Now quatunque, ſed quarua- 
catione fit credens,\Whomſoeuer God hath choſen 
tolife, him hee hath alſo Called by that Calling, 
whereby hee is made,and becomes faithfull, Acfs 
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the 16.and 14. certainewoman named Lidia heard 


-14, Vs, Thereis the outward Call:ng: and the L:rd oper 
3 nedher heart.fhe attended to the things , which Paul 


Jpake,and ſhe was baptiſed. thereis the inward Cat- 
zngz.This then is the ſound,and plaine meaning of 
theſe words : |Wbom he hith predeſtivated , thoſe hee 
hath called;that is , thoſe whom hee hath choſen 
to eternall life, hee hath alſo ordained to vie the 
meanes of ſaluation, which is an cfteCtuall Calling 
by his word andſpirit- 

Hauing diſcufled this ſecond point whereby it 
appeareth,how all men liuing are Called, both by 


the workes of God,and by his word, we may here” 


ſee,how the diſfolute liuers , and prophane Athe- 
;ſts of theſe our times decciue themſches, Ic 15a 
common conceit foſtredin the boſome of many; 

ea; vile and ſenſuall men, they will nor ſticke ro 
fay :1f 1 be ſaued I am faned; If The choſen to life, 1 
am ſure of ſaluation : If otherwiſe, I cannot auoideit, 
Aſſuredly,ſuch men,they doe ſpeake as perucitly, 
and as ſcnſ(cleſſely,as ifa man ſhould fay , that hee 
would gladly be at 79rke, and yct will vie netcher 
horſe,foote,nor VVagon, but will flic thither . For 
the determinate counſell of God,it doth not take a- 
way thetiature and property of {ccondary cautes, 


it doth nottake away the meanes of ſaluation : but 


rath&r,Gods ſecret counſell,ir doth ſcrthoſe cauſes 
inorder,and doth diſpoſe of thoſe meanes to their 
appointed end. p 

- Gods 


| 
| 
| 
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Calling. 
Gods purpoſe, his eternall decree is notto be 
ſought our in his botomeleſſe counſell . Forthen Rox 


wemuſtall cry out with Saint Paul. 2 8296 nao, 33+ 


wi e6514,294 y1691@ 8. O the deepencſſe of the riches, 
both of the wiſdome and knowledge of God: how -on- 
ſecrchable are his tudgements? and his waies paſt fin- 
ding out, 

Bt:t, Gods purpoſe, his eternall decree is to bee 
ſought out inckemeanes,and inthe manifeſtation, 
apponted forthe ſame. | 

The courſe ard order of mans Saluation , is 
like a Gelden Chaine; And this verſe may fitly bee 
called 1acobs Ladder , whereupon the Angells and 
Saints of the Church , doe diſcend, and aſcend 
vnto God , 1ac9b wreſtled with the Argel, at the 
foore of.che Ladder : wee muſtnot bee ſo hardye 
asto wreſtle with God at the top of the Laddex. 
Wee ſee here, God hath ſet downe,notonely Pre- 
deſtination, as though wee ſhould ſtay there: bur 
Is ſtifeation and Calhng, as middle ſteppes and de- 
grees,Whereby we mult aſcend vato Gad., Wee 
muſtnot pull downe the Ladder , and thinke to 
unpeinto heauen, To ſay , if Tbe ſaned, Tamſa- 
ved; it is the Diuells Diuinity. When our Sauiour 
was vpon thePinacle, hce bad him caſt himſelfe 
downe headlong,ftor (faith hee ) God hath ginen his 
Angels charge ouer thee, leaſt at any time , thou daſh 
thy foote againſt a ſtone, He left our the chicte point 
(in all his wayes)it was not the right way from the 
acle 


Callizz. 


pinnacle,to caſthimſcife downe headlong. \ 
''- Nomoreisitherethe way, to ſtznd vppon this || ! 
.  kighpointand dangerous pinnacle of Predeſting- Þ | 
| tioa,tocaſtamans ſelfe downe headlong , deipe- N 1 
; rately,ſiying : If 1 bee ſaucd, 1 amſaned. Tnthe 2.0f Þ| | 
Te 0ze. I1.vcr. the Lord there promiſing temporall |: 
| blefings,fatteth downe anorder & acourſe,howe 

| they hangrogither.I(faith the Lord) will heare the | \ 
Teanens, and the heauens ſhall heare the Earth , and | « 
'  . theearth ſhail heare the Core, and wine and0yle.and 
Il rheCorneenÞVineep oyleſhill heareTſraell. So like- 
wiſe,inthe (pirituall bleſſing ofthe Soule,thereare 
meanes , & an order,how we come vn:othe ſame: 
God by his ſonne Chriſt, Chriſt by his Word * his 
Word worketh by his Spirit : his Spirit doth certi- 
fic our hearts : ourhearts ſtand faſt by faith : Paith 
carcheth hold vppon Chriſt: and ſo backe againe, 
Chriſtpreſenteth vs vnto God, 

Heere | kewiſcin this Scripture: God hathCho- 
fenvs trom euerlaſting; there is Predeſtination; he 
doth not there leauc ys,butthen he doth teach vs 
by his wordzthere is Callzrg:this word(through his 
 birit)engendreth faith;there is nſlifiyng:this Tuſti- 
l'\ fine frithlifts vs vp vnto God,there is Glorifyneg. 

þ Common ſen'e and reaſon doth teach vs. K4 
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jp-7- the meanes of the end,muſtgo together, The ende 
which every one of vs doth cefire, and ayme at.it 

'5 cteraall glory : we miſt be ſare thento layhold 
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Calling, 


von Calling and I»ſlifiyng as themeanes ordained 
to come vnro this end. For this is a certaine and | 
ſure ground m divinity,andReligion : Whom-ſoc- | 
uer God hath appointed to eternall life, he hath al- 
ſo appointed that man to vie the raeanes whereby 
he way come vnto the ſame. 

To makethis moreplaine , let it pleaſe you to 


| youchſaterthe hearing of an accident , which fell 


out, very fi:ly to this purpoſe. 

One Ludonicusalearned man of 1taly, yet wan= 
ting the direction of Gods good ſpirit,and ſoneuer 
conjidering adviſedly,of the meanes of our Salua- 
tion ; he grew at laſtto this reſolution , Ss ſalnabor, 

aluabor, It bootes not what Idoe, nor how I liue: 
For if Thee ſaued,l am ſaucd. Thus Ludoniews, bes 
wi:ched with this deſperate opinion , continued a 

10ngrimettill at length hee grew very dangerouſly 
ſicke:whereveonhe ſent for acunning and learned 

Phiſition, and carneſtly requeſted Is helpe, The 

Phiſizon before-hand made acquainted with his 

former lewd aſfertion,ow in his health hee would 
viually fay,1f bee ſated,1 as ſaned: he likewiſe dj- 
rected his ſpeech to the ſame pmpole, and ſaid: 

Sure it ſhall bee needleſie to vie ary meanes for 

your recouery, neither doeI purpoſeto miniſter 

vato you: for,it the time of your dcath bee nor 

come,you haueno cauſe to feare, you ſhall line; 
and do well inough without Philicke : and if the 
time of your death bee nowe come ,1t 1s vnpoſſi- 


ble 


Calling. 
bleto auoide it.Zudonicus,muling in his bed of the 
matter,and confidermg aduiſedlyof the phiſitions 
ſpeech-finding by reaſon, that as meanes were to 
be vied,for the health ofthe body: ſo God alſo had 
ordained meanes for the ſaluation of the Soule,vp- 
on further conference (with ſhame & griete)he re- 
canted his former opinion,tooke phiſicke , and fo 
was happily cured both of foule and body ar one 
time. X 

By this doftrine of Gods lone ſo manifeſtly Cal 
ling vs: we direQly learne, that if a man doe thirſt 
afrerh1s faluation: 1ifaman would bee throughly 
aſlured in his heart and conſcience, that God hath 
choſen him to eternal] lifehee muſtnor ruſh pre- 
{ently into Predeſiination, into Gods ſecret Coun: 
{ell- but he muſt enter into himſelfe to tric, and ex- 


amine,whether hee bee rightly Called: for as the 


fureſtway to come vntothe ſea, is firſtto finde out 
ariuer: ſoconcerning our faluation, the plaineſt 
& lureſt way,to finde out the depth of Gods coun- 
ſell, 1s firſt to come vnto Calling , vntoluſtifying 
which arc as ſweet and lively ſprings flowing from 
theſame. 


Ve know.and ſee dayly by expericnce,weearc 


not able to diſccrne, wee cannot pierce with the 
eye;to ſcewhat watrer the Sunne is of : but we can 
plamely ſee,and manifeſtly percetue, both beames, 
and heat,and light proceeding fromthe ſame . So 
heere,(concerni»gthe firſt point of Predeſſination 


\, 
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Calling. 
alone)wee cannot conceuue it, wee are not able to 
picrceit,foritis the way , which the Eagles eyc 
hath not ſeene : but Call:ng and In/tifying , which 
areas heate and light proceeding fromthe ſame: 
thoſe we may as comfortably perceiue,as weedoe 
ſenſibly feele the heate and operation of the Sun, 
Here hen is the duty of atrue Chriſtan, heere is 
the part of arel1gious and good man indeede, not 
ro venter his ſaluation vpon a bare ſpeech, & pre= 
ſumption of Predeſtination : but to vſc all mcanes 
poſſible which God hath ordained. 

hat he may truely be Called, to heare the word 
of God,and to ioy in hearingofit, with loue , and 
with a defire to profit , that hee may bee 7uſtifyed, 
(when he hath heard)to be feruent 1n prayer, zea- 
lous of well doing,and abundant 1n all good works 
of Chartty : rhat hemay be Glorifzedin the life to 
come;to conſecrate both ſoule and body, and all 
the whole courſe of his life vnto God,that ſo grow- 
ingvp from faith to faith, from vertue to vertue, 
from hearing to belecuing,trom Calling to Inſtift- 
ing: at length, Gods ſpirit may fatiſhe our ſpirits, 
thatwe are his,our bodies his,our ſoules his,& wee 

ſctled,and ſcaled vp ina Chriſtian toy for euer. 
Wherefore,I beſcech you all, by the mercies 
of God, and Iintreate you,as you hope to ſtand 
with comfort before God and his Angels at the 
laſtday : euery man lay hold vppon his ſoule be- 
times : donot eſteeme the loue of any thing in this 
World | 


aa 


Ca ne. 


World, morethcn the loue of God , purchaſed in 
his fonne Chriſt leſus.Takeheede, and beware of 
this profanc'ſpeech:1f 1 be ſauca, I am ſaued ; vttet 
it not in word,thirkeit not in heart, away with it: 
For God 15 notthe cauſe of our condemnation, it 
is our {clues(VVoe vnto vs Wretches) we our ſelues 
are the workers of our owne deſtruction . {/iſe. 
dome.1.13.0 ſcere not Death in the error of the ſoul: 
and deſtroy not your felues , with the workes of your 
owne hands.Bis :uterimitur,qui ſuts armis interimt« 
tar.Euery mancarch hold vpoa this Chazre,worke 
and make ſure his {a/nation,and firiue to walke be- 
fore the Lord in tructh,8 with a pertect heart. On 
the one {1de,lct.no man paſte on , in a ſecure and 
carcleſic courte of life : Horon the other fidegcuri- 


outly pric into the hidden counſel ofthe Lord; but 


euery good Chriſttan,with an humble ſpiic, with 
anhoneſt minde;with a cheeretull and good hearr, 
ſecke to apprehead rhotemetncs which God hath 


appointed for his faluation, 
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Juſtification, 


The third Lincke of this Chaine is Inſtification: 
Whom he hath Callez,tholc he hath 1uſtified. 


© 1abir is not gotten atthe firlt,the work 
PUP of our regeneration isnot wrought on 
| ” a ſodaine.But as the'P/almiſt faith:The 
Godly grow from ſtrength to ſirength: and the wiſe PW8 
2 I man ſheweth how : The light of the righteous ſhineth 
moreand mareto the perfect day:Sohere the Apoſtle Pr.s . 
* E(foote by foote) leadeth vs from one degree vnto, 
T Ynother,till arlengch,v'c may comero make our e- 
1 Blcftion ſure, This [zſtication , it gocth a ſtep far- 
ther then Calling, For Callirg, is an enlightning the 
mind with ſpintua! knowledge : Inſtifying.an eſta- 
bliſhing the hearr with a grounded perſwaſi6* Cal- 
lng,1s the beginning of converſion, but 1:ſtefing 
Is full clearing, of the heart : Calling, is the firik 
© ſchangeotonetharis regenerate, but Inſtifying, is 
the full perſwaſton of the Soule , when the ſpuit of .. 
xcereſterhinvs,and we ſerled and truely ſanRifi- 
edin an holy chriſtian courſe of life. 
So then,whenwe have rot onely ſorrowed for 
innes paſt, which is the fuſt ſtep of our Calling: bue 
further 


ws 
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further, when wee are renewed in ſpirit, and (6 
changed in our life, that for the moſt part our 
thoughts , words , and workes, are guided by the 
good ſpiritof God,for (45 many as are led by the ſpi 
5.14 rit of God,thoſe are theſonnes of Go) rhen wee may 
aſlureour ſelues,that weare 1»/izfzed. How ſocuet 
we be choſenfrom the beginning by Gods loue, 
and after Called by his word, yer there is neuer af: 
ſurance vnto vs, vntill the Holy Gl:oſt hath ſea- 
ledir vp in our hearts ,which {ealing 1s our 1«ſtify 
cation. 
_Thusto aſſure vsof our Tuſtification , it is not e- 
noughtobe Calledto the knowledge of Saluation 
.1n'Cnriſtby his word; bur after this knowledge , to 
lay hold vpon Chriſt by a working faith, and fo 
ro hold on,and continue ſtill, an holy , Chriſtian, 


7.19 monſaith: In water face anſwereth face: ſo in this 
worke of uſtification, ourſpirit may anſwer vnto 
Gods ſpirit,that weare his. Eucn as the pure and 
Chriſtall Glaſſe, doth liuely repreſent the Image, 
which is ſerbefore it: ſothe heart once Taſtifi 
by aliucly faith in Chriſt, in ſome good meaſure 
doth exprefſethe image of God, and ſtriuerhto 
come vntothis marke,which is here propounded, 
pamely our Glorifycation. 


Glori- 


andfincere courſe of life , thata: length, as, Sale- 
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Glorifying, 


, He fourth Linke of this Cheine,is 
ND Glorifying, V hich Glorifying, is 
Z(a21 the higheſt ſteppe of Salomons 
23 Throne: it is the exceeding great 
IF (6 F12! reward, which God promiſed vn- 
£ to Abrahait is that eternal weight 
of glory,wherof,I neither know how to begin,nor 
|} how to make an endof ſpeaking. 11 vita aterna,fa- Ar 
| alias poſſumus ditere,quid ibj non ſit quam quidibt ſit, fu 
| Indeſcribingthe glorie of the world to come, it 1s 
| eaſier to expreſle whar is not there, then whatis 
- | there. Forthere js no diſcontentment, nor griefe, 
|| no faintneſſe,nor infirmitie,no mourning, nor mi- 
| ferie,no corruption,nor,deathtbur ioy,8& fulnes of 
| Þ joy for euer: ſuchioy, as if we had once taſted, wee 
, | would _— the pleaſures ofa thouſid worlds,in 
6 | hope of afluranceto inioy ir.For,after we haue wa- 
© | ded through the miſeries of this life, at length 
0 J (in therwinckling of an eye, in a moment, with 
, | the. ſound of a Trumpet) wee ſhall bee carried 
into the heauenly Paradiſe, into Abrahams boſom: 
- | thouſand thouſands of Angels and Saints,ſhall re- 
' ceiue vs with joy and ſinging : Our meate ſhall 
Fa - 


bee 
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| becthatbreadoflife, and that Heauenly Maxng 
, Which willraſtlike whatſoeyer thing wee. deſire: 
our drinke ſhall be the water of lite ; which;ifu. e 
haue once taſted,weſhall ncuer thirſt again, our 
mirth and muficke,ſhall be the ſong of the Saints 
©3e Alleluia,honour and praiſe, and glory bee unto him, 
that ſitteth upon the T rand A rave the Lambe for 
enermore. 
There ſhall we reioyce continually inthe pre 
ſenceof the holy ONE,wee ſhall be his Saints, 
and he ſhall be our God : neither ſhall we feare 
death any more,ncither ſorrow,nor crying , nor 
feele any want apaine. 

The Lord of Hoſtes, who is the Kiag of glory 
he will take vs by theright hand, and leade vs to 
thegarden of comfort, to the four:taine of ioy, 
where all ovr garmerts ſhall bee waſhed pure, 
inthe blood of the Lambe, and allteares ſhall be 
waſhed from our eyes. 

| There ſhall weſeethe Courts of the Lord' of 
Hoſts,new leru/alem,the Citty of the great king, - 
'Wherethere is no night,nor any candle,nor yet 
thelight of the Sunne : for,the Lord himſelfe ſhal 
beoir lighr,and with him, weſhall ſhine as the 


| 
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Thrrev in Heanen, Fo 
c  Keere ſhall we bee clothed with white robes, 
theinnocency of Saints; wee ſhall haue Palmes in 


our hands'intoken of victory,We ſhall be crow- 
ned with a diadem of pure gold, which is immor- 


caliry 


raliry :and ſeruing Goda whilein this ſhort life, | 
there ſhall we haue riches without meaſure; life, 
wichourt dearhz hiberty, without thraldome; ſolace 
without ceafing;&iny without ending, O, bleſſed 
are they (Lord)that dwell in thy hoyſe,where the 
Sonne of God in glory, is light vnto their eyes, 
e | muſickevnrggheir eareszlweetnes vito their taſt, 
and full contentment vnto theirhearts: wherein 
ſceing,they ſhall know him; andin knowing they 
ſhall poſleſſe himz & in polleſiing, thall loue him: 
and ia lomng,ſhall receive crernall bleſledneſle, 
r | that bleſſed eternity, the Garland we run for,and 

the crowne we fight for:In a word. Here we ſhall 
| come vnto theend of all our deſires,for what elſe 
> | is ourend,butto come to that endles gloty which 


- . a 4 0 ML. 


hath no end.  - 
The 2ueene of Sheba,when ſhe þad ſeene the 1K 
riches and royalty of Salamons Court, ſhe ſaid vn- 
tothe King: It wasatrue word;which Theard in 
{ | mine owneland,of thy proſperity & happineſle : 
| butnowT hauelceneit with mine eies,lo,theone 
| | halteis not told mee: fo concerning the glori- 
| | ous fruition of erernity,in the life ro come, what- 
: | ſocuer maypoſſibliche deliucredby the tongues 
| oftmen,yer vndoubred!ythe one halfe —_— 
| toldvs.. PRE. EM 
1 . By thisplace of Scripture (thus rifing by de- 
grecs)the Karhariſtes,the family of Love,and the 
«| :Puritancs of ourtimes,, would gather this con- 
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bee that breadof life , and that Heauenly Manny 
which willraſt like whatſocuer thing wee. deſire: 
ourdrinke ſhall be the water of lite 3 which; if e 
haue once taſted,we ſhall ncuer thirſt again, our 
| mirthand muficke,ſhall be the ſong of the Saints 
23+ Alleluia, honour and praiſe, and glory bee unto him, 
that ſutteth pon the T, fend pre the Lambe for 
| elermore. 
' _Thereſhall wereioyce continually inthe pre- 
| ſenceofthe holy ONE,wee ſhall be his Saints, 
and he ſhall be our God: neither ſhall we: feare 
death any moregncither ſorrow,nor crying , nor 
teele any want apaine, 

The Lord of Hoſtes, who is the Kiag of glory 
he will take vs by theright hand, and leade vs to 
thegarden of comfort, to the four:taine of joy, 
where all ovr garmerits ſhall bee waſhed pure, 

| inthebloodofthe Lambe, and allteares ſhall be 
| waſhed from our eyes. 
| There ſhall weſeethe Courts of the Lord of 


| 


 Hoſts,new 7eru/alem,the Citty of the great king, 
'Wherethercis no night,nor any candle,nor yet 
thelight of the Sunne : for,the Lord himſelfe ſhal 
'beoir lighr,and with him, we ſhall ſhine as the 
Thrrev in Heanen. | IG Y 
S  Heere {hall we bee clothed with white robes, 
the'innocency of Saints; wee ſhall haue Palmes in 
our hands'in token of victory.We ſhall becrow- 


| » 


2 FO Y "= EET * Sr ge, or LS Fae 


ned with a diadem of pure gold, which isimmors|| :4 
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there ſhall we have riches without meaſure; life, 
wichout dearhz liberty, without thraldome; ſolace 
without ceaſing;&ioy without ending, O, bleſſed 
are they (Lord)that dwell in thy hoyſe,where the 
Sonne of God in glory, is light vnto their eyes, 
mulickevntggheir eares,lweetnes vnto their taſt, 
and full contentment vnto theirhcarts: wherein 
ſceing,they ſhall know him; andin knowing they 
ſhall poſſeſſe himz & in poſſeſſing, ſhall loue him: 
and i1loung,ſhall receiue crernall bleſſgdneſle, 
that bleſſed eternity,the Garland we run for,and 
the crowne we fight for:In a word. Here we ſhall 
come vnto the End of all our deſires,tor what elſe 
is our end,butto come to that endles gloty which 
hath no end. + 
The 2ueene of Sheba,when ſhe had ſcene the 1.K 
riches and royalty of Salamons Cour; ſhe ſaid vn- 
to the King: It wasatrue word,which Theard in 
mine owne land,of thy proſperity & happineſle : 
but now I haue {eene it with mine eies,lo,theone 
halfe is not told mee: ſo concerning the glori- 
ous fruirion of erernity,in the life to come, what- 
ſocuer maypoſſibliche deliucred by the tongues 
of men,yet vndoubred!y the one halte — 
told vs.. JEN TION 
_  Bythisplace of Scripture ( thus riſing by de- 
grecs)the Karhariſtes,the family of Love,andthe 


;Paritanes of ourtimes, would gather this con- 
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rality:and ſeruing God 1 while in. this ſhort life, | 


| 


=_ - 
clufion. Foraſmuch, as hereare certaine degrees 
ſet downe,whereby Gods Church is builded,aud 
whereby the members ofthe ſame do grow vp in 
Religion: therefore now in this life,by a Godly 
reformation,we may attaine vnto perfection. 

This ſelfe conceited and head-ſtrong opinion 
of theirs', hath beene the firſt cauſay and ground 
of all thetronbleſome contentions , which long 
ſince hauebeene raiſed; and now(at this day) are 
continued in our Church . For diuers men, while 
they take themſclues( as /ob ſaith) The Onely-wiſe 
men , andpure intheir owne eyes , dreaming ſtill 
of a cettaine imagined perfection , they neuer 
ceaſle trobeeclamorous to the Chriſtian Prince, 
froubleſome to thequict ſtate;and diuers ofthem, 
very dangerous people , tothe whole Church of 
God. In this verſc of our text,there is an end pro- 
pounded ,'therc is a marke et vp , wkcre-vnto e- 
very Chriſtian muſtlabour to atraine , and ſtriue 
by all good endenor,to come. But(alas) who can 
fay that his heart is cleane? and man that is borne 
in ſinne , and conceaucd in iniquity , While hee is 
clothed with ſinfull eſh, how can he attaine per- 
tection ? | 

Thar the Militant Church of Chriſt hath had 
imperfections in all ages, it is aplaine and an vn- 
doubrcd tnith. For, if enery meEber beimperfed, 
how can there be perfetion in the whole? Perfed?- 
10 noſtra magis conſtat remiſsione peccatorum,quans 


eat” 


*  Glorifjing.. 


P erfed? tone Vir tutu. . Our ecfection conſifteth 


(rather) in the forgiuenes of our ſinnes;then inthe 
perfeion of our vertues. £ 
In truth, thus ſands the eſtate of a Chriſtian 


mans life in this world. 


As aman trauailing a long iournie,to a far cit- | 


tie, hee doth not continually go, but hee reſteth 
here, and ſtayeth there, hee baiterh in one place, 
and lodgeth all nightinan other, yer ſlill hee is 
going forward, andholdeth on his journey ; fo in 
this life, wee are pilgrims,wee are trauailers; and 
howlſoecuer we do feek another countrie,and ſtriue 
to come vnto the Cittie of reſt, yet in this iournic 
wee wander often out of the way,- wee take many 
falles, wee haue many impediments, neither is it 
poſſible,the light of our Faith ſhould ſtill hold our, 
and neuer bee darkned in this pilgrimage, till in 
the life ro come, we be made Citizens of that hea- 
uenly 7erwſalem,which is aboue. 

Weeconclude then with the ſweerand modeſt 
- br of good Saint Auguſtine, Hae eſt perfeitio 
Chriſtianorum,"ut agnoſcant ſe nunquam eſe perfec- 
tos, Herein ſtands the perfeRion ofa Chriſtian,to 
acknowledge himſelfe,neuer to be perfe. 


C 3 Now 
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Now itremaineth (as was promiſed in the þegin- 
..__ ning) to ſhew the mutuali cohercnce of, theſe 
exact s : 26% 3 .* 
= words,and to knit vp againe the Lincks of this 
Chaine together, 


Ere,infoire words, are contayned 
F the toure caſes of our ſalvation. 
In Predeſtination y there 15 theet- 
ficient caule , which is Gods:loue. 
"oY In Calling, there is the materjall 
cauſe,which is Chriſts death opened in his word. 
In Inflifying , there is the formall cauſe,'a lively 
faith: in Glorsfying there is the finall cauſe which 
is cuerlaſting life. - fat ld ip ofes os Coo eG 
Thus, in Predeflination,we behold God the'Fa- 
ther choſing ofhis loue: inCallizg) we heare-God 
theSonneteaching by his word :"1n Iuſcifying;wee 
. feelethe comfort of God the þoly Ghoſt: tealing by 
: his ſpirit, Thefruite of all which: of Gods loue, 
{choling: of Chriſts word,Calling; of God the holy 
- Ghoſt,comtorting: the effe&t of all theſe is our 
Glorifycation, ® * 
x. So that,as we do ſee farrewith our bodily eye, 
yet reach tartherwith reaſon , whichis the get 
| & 


The Concluſun. 


the mind;but Faith(which is the eye of the ſoule) 
out-ſtripperh both : So, Calling enlightnerh the 
mind with ſpirituall knowledge: 1#ſizfying goeth 
further, and ſealeth'vp the heart with heauenly 
comfort : Glorifying out-ſtripperh all, and doth 
rauiſhthe ſoulewith immortahicie. 

Euery one of vs, after this life, wee deſire, and 
hope to inioy erernall Glorie, Behold : Conceditur | 
in Pred:ſtinatione, promittitur in vocatione, often: 
ditur in Iuſtifeatione, percipitur in Glorificatione.[n 
Predeſtination, there is the ficſt grant. In Calling, 
itis directly promiſed: 1n Iu/ifyone, its plainely 
ſhewed: in Glorifying, there is liuerie and (eifin; 
the full poſſeſſton ofall. 1k? o 

In Predeſtination, God beſtoweth vpon vs his 
lone: in Callirg,he graunterh the bleſſing of his 
word:in1sſtifying,he yeelds the fruic of his ſpirit: 
inGlorifying,hedoth wholy giue vnto vs himſelfe; 

Here arc the ſweet ſprings, iſſuing out of N#- 
las, thehead whereof cannot be found : here art - 
the foure pleaſant. rivers, which water Paradiſe, 
which runne through the Soule, with a Divine 
vettue, and comfortably coole allour ſpiritual 
heat. Here is the holy and precious oyle, powred 
vpon the head of Aaron, the exceearng loue,and ful , 
neſſe of grace,powredvpon our head Chriſt Ielus, os 
and running dawnetothe skirtes of his clothing, 

"| to cuery particular, and penitent member of his = 


| Church. 
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5" how Joſeph long before was ſold into Fg1p!s by 
| | 4 


The Concluſwn. 
Here, wee may ſee the ſpirituall regeneration, 


oftheSoule,ſhadowed our inthe fi; ſt creation of 


the World. In Predeſtination, there is the huge 
and vaſt deepe; the darke forme whereof could 


not bediſcerned:in Calling.che ſeparating ot light, 


from darkneſle; of knowledge,from ignorance in 
the Soule : in /»ſ{ifping, the Sunnc is created, the 
bright beames of his grace ſhine i-our heats. : 
in Glorifying, we may behold the new Adam, tra- 
med afterthe Image of God, and placed in the 
paradiſcof immorrall ioy. - wi s 
Obſcruehere ( if you pleaſe) the kindnefſeof 
alouing Father, who hauing many fonnes, bea- 
reth ſecret affetion to ſome one, there is Predeſti. 
ration:this affeion in his good time hee decla- 
reth,by making his will knowne,and hiflouema- 
nifeſt,there is Calling:after this Call;yg,hecauſerh 
hin to take vp his inheritance in Count; and gi- 
ueth him earneſt, in token of afſurance;, thete is 


 Tuſtifjing: laſtly,he enters into his farherstoy,and 


is made neire ofall,there is Glorifying. + 

 » Againe, in Predeſtination, the heauenly huſ- 
band-man chooſeth out a plot of gtound at his 
owne pleaſure. in Calling, hee ſowerh it with the 


\. . ſeedeofhis word : in Iuſtifying, hee waters, and 
- cheriſheth it with his ſpirit.: in Glorifyimg, hee 


reapes and carrieth intothe barne. - 
Laſtly, behold apparantly in Predeſtination, 


——_ 


T he Conciujwn. 
thedeterminate Counſell of God: by Calling, how 
hee was looſed out of priſon , and deliuered from 
the bondage of ſinne: by Tuſtsfying, how his cauſe 
was made knowne, and {o acquitted-innocent :n 
Glorifying, how hee was clothedin Purple, placed 
in the Kings Chariot , and made thechiefe of his 
Kingdome. £ 

Now then, as Saint Paul faith tothe Romans: 
What ſtall wee ſay to theſe things? in like ſort , whar 
ſhall we ſay.totheſe ſo excellent , ſo ſweete, ſo di- 
vine miſteries ? to theſe ſo comfortable teſtimo-- 
nies of Gods loue ? tothis Ladder of 7acebs,whers 
yon none. but Angels do aſcend ?tothis inward 
working of the Spirit, which bloweth where itliſt 
«h2to this Diuine and hidden purpoſe, whichcan 
not be: deceined? to-this incffable glorie of the 
Sonnesof God , which they do expe and looke 
for > what ſhall wee ſay more efteQuall,and more 
comfortable? . .. 

Can any thing bee ſer downe more plainely? 
or knit vp more briefly?can any demonſtration be 
concluded more ſoundly 2 Whom the Lord hath 
Predeſiinated, before all time, thoſe doth hee Call 
ntime : whom he Calleth, thoſe hee doth Tuſtifie: 
and whome he Tuſtifieth,thoſe doth he Glorsfie, 

Thus then, may cuery true Chriſtian conclude, 
for the comfort ofhis Soule, andthe aſſurance of 


bis faluation for euer. 
I am Tuſtified truely , by aliuely , and working 
faith, 


TheCone CLA 


Faith , therefore Iam Called ; I am Calledeffey- 
ally by his word, therefore, I am Predeſtinate:! 
'am Predeſtinate, and choſen of his free loue, frotn 
erernitie , and therefore Iſhall bee Glorifed vnto 
all eternitic againe. 

-:'Ofetled comfort,O ſweete conceiued hope of 
joy: That ioy , Which ſtcengrh of Hells tenthou- 


Yand,can neuertake away. Vherefore ſhould we, ſl, y 


feire? whereofſhall we be afraid ? No,no force {o 
mightie,ſo puiſſant,able to overthrow vs.No ter- 
ror of ſinne; no plagues of death , no rage of the 
world , no power of the Diuell himſelfe. In all 
'theſe,we are morethen conquerors.For al things 
-ſhall rurnerothe beſt, ro them , that are ſerled in 
Gods fearc. | | 
»:{7That wicked,and moſt dangerous conſpiracy, 
plorted againſt the Lords annointed, wheEir.came 
rothe very pinch, whenit was brought tothe very 
height, was not all turned topſte-turuic, and vt- 
terly diſapointed? This day wee doacknowledge 
icwiththankefull remembrance; this day,where 
jn. weeare all mer together, in a moſt happie, 
'un& bleſſed peacesthis day doth plainely witneſle, 
that hee had the deliucrance, wee feelethe com- 
torr, the-Church hath an cndlefle bleſſing , and 
God hath his euerlaſting praiſes. 
'  -> O; behold whatitis to bee knitvnto God. For 
whome he doth loue,who is able to wrang them! 
whom he hath choſen, how can they bercieed? 
agent whom 


y 
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The Condluſus. | 
whom hee doth Call, how:ſhallthey be ſhut out? 
whom hee doth 1aftifie, who dare-accuſe them ? 
ſaken ? ff tft: 7 OF LEY | 

Secing my ſoule is tincked to that Chaine, 
f | which cartneuerbe vnlooſed, my ſoule grounded 
- | vponthabtoundation,which can neuer-be ſhaken, 
el. what ſhallmake vs to diſpaireznay,whatis it,ſhal 


WW. my 1. 


0 | make vs to wauer,or dotibt of the ſingular loue of 


* | God,which ht bearethrowards vs, in his Sonne 
cE Chriſt Iefus:? YVhar'thall ſeparate vs;- from the 
LI hope of immortalitie,inrhelitero come?ſhall the 
5 weariſomneſle of thistroubleſome life 2 ſhall the 
LY diſcontentments of thistranſicoric World? thall 


a lirle ſickneſſe, ſhaking this brittle houſe of clay > 


» | No, all the afflidtions &Þ this life, which are bur 
| for a moment, they are not to be accounted wore 
I thy that excecding,ſ npathog, cternall weight of 
, glorie. #7 A SS gw4lE 5 => BY 
ef * For Gbd hath choſtiys before the world : he 
*|| hath Cal/agvs out of theWorld=: hehath /»ſtife- 
»Þ cd, vs inthe World, and hee will Glorifevs in the 
» | World tocome. © 
"| God hath Choſen vs.not being : hee hath Cab 
Uo ledvs being enemies; heehath 1sſ{sfiedvs, being 
ſinners * and hee will Glersfie vs, being mortall 
4 wretches. Therefore we may cherefully ſing with 
Dauid, Miſericordia Domini ab eternoin eternum, 
The mercie-ot the Lord, is from cuctlaſting, to 
cucr- 


Whom God will Glorifie, how canthey bee fore 


TheConcluſun. 


euerlaſting:Fro cuerlaſting Predeſiznation,to ener. 
laſting Glory , the. one hauingno ending,the other 
having no beginning. Sr: 
This bleſſed fruition of glorie , and immorrali. 
tic , that wee may feele the comfort of it, in our 
hearts and. conſciences , riow in this life,and here 
after enioy.inthe life to come, the Lord grant , c. 
ven for his bleſſed fon Chriſt Icſus ſake:to whome 


 . - with the Father, and rhe holy Ghoſt,three | 
- . - perſons,andonecuerliuing God, be 
aſcribedall power; glory,praiſc, 
-., andthankes-giuing,for 


cuer.,and cuer. 
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: Exod. IO. 20, 


And the Lord Hardened Pharaohs heart, and hee 
did not let the children of Iſrael go, 

TA —mit HE heart of Man is deceit- 

ms al full and wicked aboue all 


! man bee (o little, tharit 
Y will ſcarce ſeruc a Kite for 
SD >, 2 baite , yet there are not 
<= ===) more windings , nor more 
turningsin a Maze,or in a Laborinth, thenarein 
the heart of man , The Heathen were ſo for- 
ward in acknowledging a Diuine power, 
that ratherthan they would bee withouta God, 
they gaue diuine honour to any kinde of crea- 
Wrce. 
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ner of beaſts 3 the Grecians their owne conceits 
and the Remanes made their Cittic a ſhoppe for 
all kinde of Gods . So many werethe windings, 
and fo infinite the turnings of the Heathen,tou- 
ching diuine worſhippe; that Yarro obſeruedin 
the world three thouſand Gods. The diffolute 
and cunning Atheiſt, hee hatha fetch by him- 
ſelte alone , hee lets looſe the reines , and fol. 
Jowes the ſtreame of his ſenſuall affefions , be- 
cauſe hee conceines in his heart , and cleane 
contrary to the Heathen , faith there is no God 
at all . There is a third kinde, who though in 
ſhowe they outwardly acknowledge God , yet 


= a” OY 
they againe haue an other winding , ſecretly to 


 themſclues :they plod on, ſwallowing any finne 


| 
{ 
for why 2 The Lord will neither do good nor «| 
k 


* will . Becaule there is not preſent puniſhmen 
10.12. for cucry finnc. Tub all is well , ns harme ſhall 


happen tuntowvs ; For God careth not for any thing. 
Laſtly , intheſe our dayes, there is a fourth ſort, þ ! 
who haue' a more ſtrange turning than all they " 
former. For many having a genecall notioh offj *! 
Gods omnipotencie, hearing and reading ſome-ſ| |) 
times of Gods Elei7ionand Reprobation( wheredlY * 
they vnderſtand no ground , nor conceiueal P 
right ) they will preſume to commit any ſinne; 

for (ſay they ). All is in God , no man can reſi 

his power , if hee hath choſen mee to life ,T am ſur 


Taraenmne. , 
for one, if otherwiſe(as hee did with Pharaoh) 
hee hath appointed mee a Veſſel! of his Wrath : itis 
; | norpcflibly to be auoyded. 

. Suchare the windings , and theſe arethetur- 
1 nings inthe hearts, andſecret thoughts of men: 
|| cither, cucry creaturea Cod ,or elſe no God; 
.& cithera God that regarded not ſinne, or elſe a 
.N God that cauſeth vs to ſinne. Theſe turnings Eh. 
= ard deniſes in the ſght of theLord, arceſteemedas | 
ef clay before the Potter. 
dj] : To conuince. the Palpable errours of the 
nf three former , I holde 1t not conuenient: For, 
|| tothinke , there is any one heere preſent, who | 
of| doth acknowledge no God at all, or ſucha God, 
e | as regardeth not the actions of men, I holdir | 
e- | wrong to this holy afſemblic , and I hope better 
1 | things ofthis Chriſtian audience. 

| Butro meete with this latter ſort , who leauing 
g. | all good meanes of their ſaluation, doinward- 
tv ly fall a way from God,and yer intheir willfull ig- 
hef} norance would ſhift off, and ſhoue the cauſe of 
off their condemnation vpon GOD, For ſuch chiefe- 
ef] 1y,hauel vndertaken the expoſition of this Scrip- 
off] ture: in opening whereof I will touch theſe fue 
2- points, a | | 
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Ficſtthatthereis 


1 Anhardezing, 

2 That God Haxdeneth not. 

3 How men become Hardened. 
+ Moſt wofull to bee Hardenes. 
5 The mcenes to auoidit. 


HEDESEEE 


There is an Hardening. 


— Oncahagann firſt point: there 
| are in the Scriptures two 
Greeke verbes,which are com- 
monly vſed for this Hardenng. 
A CLSPAY The tick isvranue, whichdoth 
EE S= || properly ſignifie, to drie vp & 
wither,vſed often inthe 3.to the Hebrewes. 8. 13: 
15 verſes :wlotanguriteracxagtias ug? , Harden not 
your hearts,The other verbe in n»& , which ſigni» 
ies to obdurate,or to make hard.Fph. 4,13, rhv 
T&ewom tepdias avler , They -became Prangers from 
the life of God , through the haraneſſe of their 
bearts , Hauing thus recourſe vnto the Grecke 
tongue , wee ſhall ſee, thatin the heart of man, 
firſt , there is a drying vp , and a certaine Wi- 
thering : For innaturall things, and alſo in the 
foule, as there is a watering which is goodand 
comfortable , ſo there is a drying vp , and Wi- 
thering , which is dangerous and hurtfull . In 
the earth there is a watering , for the hills are 
—_ the 


e7615 a9 Hare ning. 


| the tcates , andthe ſprings the 3 milke to moy- 

ſten., and to water the valleyes . Pſalme. 104, 

werſe 10. Hee ſendeth the ſprings into the riners, 
V which runne awoneeft the hilles . Jn the earth 

"there is a drincſle, for ( ſaich Toe ) The people 
mourne for want of moiſiure , the riners of 
waters are ariea wp , and the trees of the field 
are withered . In the body there is a wate- 
ring, for the Lizer is the ſpring of blond, that 
runneth into cucry veine, and therefore Salomon 
calleth the Liver the golden well. In the body, 
theretsa withering , tor Dauid complainerh in 
the Pſ.:lme . 22. 15. verſe , My moyſture is hike 
the droight in Summer , and my boanes are dryed 
wþ lie a pot-ſhard. As in tke earth and bodie of 
man , ſolikewiſe in the ſoule , theres a wate- 
ring and a Withering. In the 4. of Saint John 
and 14 . verſe, there is mention of a well of lz- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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grace in Chriſt is called the watering of Apollo. 
+123 Tae Prophet Eſ>y ſaith , with ioy yee ſhall drawe 
waters out of the welles of Saluation . Contra- 


g.mag. 15 withering . S7 ſpirits irrigatio defuerit , om: 
nis plantatio cxarcſcit . Euery planting that hath 
nox tie watering of Gods ſpirit , it withereth 
and dries away : therefore ſaith the Pſalmiſt , the 
* "-3* godly, they are like the tree planted by the rizers 


vr.3.6. uing waters for the Soule . The preaching of 


riwiic , where this grace doth not water, there. 


je 


There is an Hardening. ' 
ſde,there is watering: bat the ungodly are as a.Gar- | 
den that hath no water, andas the Oaken lesfe;that Ely 
fadeth,there is Withering. fp; 77 Ye | 
The other Greeke verbe is mw whickfig- 
nifies to harden . There bee Phiſue and: 2thice 
widiſſitadines, there is a naturall and a ſpirituall 
 Pailoſophie . +In-the naturall courſe of things, 
there is a congealing and- an hardening',.as of | 
the yce and froſt ; which ob.yery fitly. calleth 
thei bands of Orion . becauſe, bythe cold Eaſtern 9 | 
and Northern windes the water becomes as a *'Þ 
ſtoane, and the clods are bound togerher . *Con- 
trary to this Hardening , there is a melting . Hee, 
ſendeth out his word , anda melteth them.” As E 
when the Froſt doth giue, and the ſhowers fall, 
which 7b calles in the ſame place , The ſweete 
influence of Pleiades . Both in nature, andinthe 
ſoule alſo, there is a Reſoluing , and a Hardeping: 
Deut .32 .Verſe 2, The wordis called Dewe , and 
there is a thaw or ſpirituall melting , -when 
the-heauenly dewe doth cauſc the ſoulero giue, 
and to reſolue into teares of Repentance: ſoin 
the 2. of Kings. 22. 10. Joſias heart did melt, when 
he heard the Lawe read. When King Damid had 
committed murther and adulterie , very gric- 
uous finnes 3 hee neuer be-thought himſelfe 
of the matter, but he began to congeale, and to 


ſal. 
0-3 | 


- bee Hardened in his finne . Buy afloone as the 
D 3 Pro- 


There is an hartdaning. 


Prophet Nathay had awaked him , and his - 
heart ( like Gedeons fleece) had druncke vp the 
heavenly dewe , then -preſently Dauzd began 
careſcnt, his foule melted with ſorrow , and as 
appeareth in the 51. Pſalme , hee reſolued into 
tcares of Repentance . Hezechias. , when God 
had.giucn vato him a ſodaine: and triumphant 
victorie ouer the hoſt of Jenacherib ; preſently 
aftcr , inthe pride sf his heart , hee forgat God, 
and began to congeale in ſinne: but as ſoone 
as the word of the Lord came. vnto him. b 
the Propher Fay , then preſentlyhis heart mel 
- red}, the bloud of his foule flowed forth in his 
repentant teares.,as appeareth in the 38. of F. 
b3.; « ſay : hee turned bis face unto the wall , andweptbit> 
Nowe, as there is a Meiting., ſoralſothereis 
an Hardening in the foule; and that is , when 
echc cuſtome of finne- hath beaten ſuch an hard 
tracke , and ſo-trampled' the ſoule , that the 
word of God(thic ſcede of life) cannot enter, 
This is expreſiedin the 13. of Saint Matthew, 
by the -parableof the ſeede- which fell by the 
 bighway ſide, where there was ſuch an hard 
way ,ſucha beaten path made by the common 
entrance of ſf11ne , thar the ſezde could take no 
roote , butthe diuell comes like an Harpie , and 
dcuourcth it , before itcan enter ; For c—_— 
= : CICs® 


Theres an hardenite. | 
hereof,we wil take Cain, and Kirig Pharas,whom 
my Text concernetk . Cain hauing laine his bro- 
ther Abell , and committed hornble murther, 
the word of the Lord came vnto him faying : 
(Where is thy brather Abell ? Did Cains heart re-, 
lent? did hee confeſſe and ſay , Thaue ſinned > or 
did hee reſolue intoteares wich Danza? No ſuch 
matter :b1r firſt he anſwered witha foule word : 
I cannot tell where hee is : then hee. deſpiſed the 
Lord to his face , as if hee ſhould ſay , youmay 
go looke him , «m 1 my brothers keeper > marke 
but this anſwere of Carne , and his cariagethere- 
in, andyou necde no orher example of an heare 
that is Hardened : neither affe&tion in kiared 
could touch him , nor ſhame ofthe world check 
him , nor thebloud of his ſlainebrother mooue 
him , nor the glorious preſence ofthe Lord a- 
| Roniſh him, nor the guilt of his ownethoughts 

raiſe him , nor (ar laſt ) thequickening wordot 
God, which is powerfull ro raiſe thevery dead 3 
none of theſe conld any whit revine him , T5 _ 
plex circa precordia ferrum , as 10b ſaith of Leai- © 


athan : his heart was harder then thenether mil- 
ſtone. 


Pharaoh , when the word of God came vnto ** 


him by Moſes and Aaron, hee was fo farre from 
yeclding , that hee ſeemed preſent'y as though 
hee would haue fought with God : ho is the 


D4 Lord> 


—_— 


il 


eisan Taracnng, 


Lord > I know no Lord , neither will 1 let Iſrael 
go . And whercas the word, and miracles ioy- 
ned with that word were ſufhcient to conuince 
any liuing , Pharaohs heart was fo ſtorie , that 
though by a ſtrange Miracle , all the water in the 
land were become bloud, and did ſauour moſt 
| ., vaholſomely , yet it is ſayd, Pharao went home, 
ll anauall this could not enter inte his heart ,it could 
not pierce him . VWhen the Prophet crycd to 
| the Altar of Jeroboam, 0 Altar, Altar , heare the 
word of the Lord: the Altar heard, and clave a- 
t3- ſsnder . But the word of God which in leremie 
23-29. is called an Hammer , becauſe it bruſeth 
_”- 


| 
| 


l 
| 


( 
( 
( 
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the ſtonic hearts of men ; this Hammer with ten 
muracles gaue-ten mighty ſtroakes at Pharaohs 
heart,and yet itcould neuer bruſeir, © 
"Thus wee may plainely ſce-, there is.a wate- || 
ring by Grace , and a meting by Gods word, ef 
as appeareth by Dawid and Hezechiah , who te- Ir 
ſolucd into teares : againe through want of If 4, 
Grace, there is a witheripg, and by cuſtome of |} ,, 
{iane;there is an Hardering ,asin Caineand Pha- | 
740h , whoſe hearts the word of God could not | 
pierce, bur the more they were beaten on,the | ,, 
orchard and flintiethey became, fe 
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God hardeneth nor. 


? T Remayneth on the ſecond 
Fe roynt'to dilcuſſe , whether 

2 this Hardening bee of G O D> 

2 In openirg whereof,it-is ve- 

+ ry ſtrange to heare, how vn- 
2 trucly , how vncharitablie we 
are charged by our aduer- 
faries : not onely Campionand Bellarmine, but / 
eſpecially in certaine Articles » Or Foreible rea- 
ſons lately publiſhed : wherein 1t is directly ſer 
downe,that the proteſtants doc make God the 
author and onely cauſe of ſmne : that they deride 


Gods permiſſion; and plamely aftirme, Godis worſe Anide. 


then the Denill,and ſo are bound in conſcience ne- 
ver to aske God forgineneſie for their ſmnes, Oh 
fearefull blaſphemie , and wordes vnſeemely 
Chriſtian cares: VVhereis modeſtie? where is 
trueth and Chriſtian piety ? Is this our doctrine? 
doe we thus teach? no verily: both in worde 
and writing we acknowledge che Lord our God 

to 


Goa haraeneth not, 


to bee full of compaſſion and loue, the bowel; 
ofkis mercie {weet and amyable, hee would not 
the death of any, hee is gracious and kindse, 
ger tle and readic to forgjiue, and ( to the death) 
weeafhirme, more then moſt holy, pure andiuſt 
areall his workes and wayes: therefore the Lord 
be iudge berweene them and vs, and lay not this 
{1c vntotheir charge. 


Touchingthis dodtrine, how ſinne firſt came 


to bee: how it came in, where ic firſt tooke be- 
ginning, and that God is not the author of it, I 
haue ſhewed Þetetofore im handling the Gol- 
der Chzine, the meanes of our ſalfation: name- 
ly, that the Diuell was Primitiuus peceator, the 
firſt offender - for hee ſtarved from the beginning. 
Sothar from him ſinne fi:ſt boylerh vp,as out of, 
the maine Sea, From Sathan when it comes to 
Adem, it arifeth as out of a Spring : from this 
Spring it 1s reſerved in nature as in a Conduit, 
from nature conucied to concupiſence ( as by a 
pi-c,) and frm rheace doth flow all the mit- 


_ chiete and wickedneſle thar is tn the life of man, 


Wellthen : if {inne doe proceede from the ſug- 
gcition of Sathan working through our owne 
COncu; iſceiice, 2nd ſo God wholy freed from all 


irputation of cuill: why is it ſo often ſaid inthe - 


Scripture. Dent. 2.30, And the Lord hardened 
the heart of Sion Kine of Heſhbon, and m—_ 
1m 
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God Hardeneth not. 


him obſlinate: Joſhua the 11. 20. 1t came of the 
Lord to harden their hearts : and here often in 
the booke of Exodus, and the Lord hardened the 
heart of Pharas. = 
To make this plaine : itis a point well knowne 
vnto the learned , that this ſpeech (where it is 
ſaid) Ged hardened : The Hebrew Diale&t doth 
fipnific a permiſſion, and not an action, Verbes 
that ſiznifle to doe, they often expreſle a ſuffer- 
ing and not a doing. Deſtruit cum deſerit: God 


is then ſaid to Harden, when hee doth forſake. 1 


Impios cum non retrahit a malo culpe , dicitur di- 
mittere. A;the enduing with graceis the effe&t 
of Gods Elettion ſorhe with-holding of his grace 
is the effect of * Reprobation, Dei includere eff, 
Hlauſu non aperire, {aith Saint Gr :g0v7e vpon the 
x2. of ob, andfoureteenth verſe. Euery a&Qion 
hath his qualitie from the roote of the affeie 
on, and from the intention of the Authoy : De 
us autem ( quoad peceatum) non habet poſtin? 
velle, ſed tantim priuative, Touching ſinne,God 


hath no Poſtine will , but onely in regard of 


former finnes a Prization ofthis grace, To bee 
ſhort : God doth Harden, as Saint Anguſline 
faith : Now malum obtrudendo, ſed gratiam non 
f| concedendo: not by cauſing vs to commit ſinne, 
but by nor graunting vnto vs his grace. I, but 
how comes itto paſle, that wee aſv/ellas others) 

are 


1 
in, 


Ny | 
Þ.Lor | 
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Aguſl, 


are not partakers of Gods grace? why haue not | b 

wee alſo his good Spirit todireRand guide vs? || 0 

a Saint Auguſtine makes it plaine againe, Nor ideo || u 

on habet homo gratiam, quia Dews non dat, ſed | c 

quia homo non accipit ; men become Hardened, || v 

and want the ſpirit of grace, why ? not becauſe || is 

God doth not offer it vato them, bur becauſe || x 

rhey recciue it not, when it is offered. For exant | tl 

ple : Oneof vs being licke , andliketo die, the Þ| fc 

Phiſician knowing our caſe, heetakes with him || v 
ſome preſeruation to comfort vs, and comes to 

the doore and knocks, if wee will not, or beenot || 4 

able to let him in, wee periſh and die, and the || b 

| cauſe is not in the Phiſician, but in our ſelues || tl 

1. That let him not in . Av«prous riowan. Sinne is | þ 

io. a diſeaſe, whercof we are all ſicke, for we haue || v 

| all ſinned : Remanes. 6. 12, verſe. Chrift, ke is the || h 

yin Phifician of our ſoules : YVenit de clo magnus me- || i 

9-12. dicus,quiaper totum ubique iacebit egrotus. Chriſt || ci 

| the. great Phiſicion came downe from heauen, || u 

|  becauſeallmankind was generally infe&ed . Hee || u 

comes to thedoore of our hearts, and there hee || tc 

[. 6. 35, knocks. Renel.3.20. Behold, 1 ſlandat the doore || u 

[ and knacke , Hee bringeth with him agrov Tis 8m, || n 

1 thebread of life, his eternall word to comfort || u 

i vs, if we let him in: if we open the doore of our || v, 

| hearts, he will comein, and ſuppe with vs, as | g 


, 
1 


10. heedid with Mary, and forgiue vs all our finnes: } wr 
; bur 
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but if wee will not, or through long contagion 
of our ſane beenor able toler Chriſtin, wedie 
in our finnes: and the caſe is euident, not be- 
cauſe Chriſt doth not offer grace, and comfotr 
vnto vs, but becauſe wee receiue it not, when it 
is offered. Merito perit egrotus,qui non medicum 
wocat, ſed vitro Tvenientem reſpuit : worthily dot: 
that ſicke patient periſh, who will neither {end 
for the Phiſicion himſelfe,nor accept of his lic ip, 
when ir is oftered. 

Moreplainely thus,inthe foureteenth of Saint 
Mathew, Our Sauiour walking on the Sea, hee 
bad Saint Peter come vnto him: who walking on 
the water, ſeeing ſtorme and tempeſtariſe, his 
heart fayled,and hee began to ſincke:vpon his cry 
vynto our Sauiour, hee preſently ſtretched forth 
his hand, tooke him into the ſhippe, and ſaued 
him. This world ( wee know by dayly experi- 
ence) it isa ſca of trouble and miſerie; our Sa- 
uiour (as hee ſayd to Saint Petey) ſo moſt lo- 
uingly hee willeth cuery one of vs to come vn- 
to him : as wee walke,ſtormes and tempeſts doe 
ariſe, through frailtie of our fleſh,and the weak- 
neſſe of our Faith, wee beginto fincke, our Sa- 
uiour hee ſtretcheth forth his hand , hee giueth 
vs *gyevor gy arar his Word, his Sacraments, the 
good motions of his ſpirit, to ſaue vs from ſinck- 


ng,and to keepe vs inthe ſhippe of his Church : 


if 


God hayraeneth not 


if wee refuſe theſe meanes, we periſh,we ſincke 
in our finnes,why > not becauſe Chriſt doth not 
moſt kindly put forth his hand vnto vs , but be- 
cauſe in want and diſtreſſe weelaynot hold ypon 
kim. This is condemnation, that light is come inte 
ll rhe world menrefuſe ite loue darkneſſe more then 
' xo, light.Oar bleſled Sauiour with great louing kind- 
3- 19, 8 os gre Z 
neſſe, hee doth inuiteall men to his Great Supper, 
if wee make excuſes,or wilfully refuſe to come, 
he may iuſtly pronounce , none of thoſe that were 
} 14.24 bidden ſhall ener taſt of my ſupper. 
| Therefore let not men deceiue themſclues, 
and complaine,as though God did harden their 
heartsanddeny them grace ant{ mercy, for as 
12.8, Jonas ſaith in his ſecond Chapter, and 8. verle. 
) They forſake their owne mercie. Deus prior in amo- 
broſe, 75Godncuer baierhvntill hebe ficſt hated:and ſo 
Bmoeu I conclude with Saint Ambroſe: Nemo 1thi Chri- 
jms nie [lun poteſt auferre,zij1 te illi auferas: no man can 
| it, Aug ſeparate Chriſt trom thee,excepthrit thou doeſt 
tell. ſeperate thy {cite f.om him. 
| This is plainely to bee obſerued in Pharaohs 
had hee ( being long before peaccably ſetled 
in a rich and mig!ry Kingdome ) made right 
[| vſc ofthe bleſſings of God : had hee at the firſt, 
l or oftentimes atrer. yee'ded vnto the word of 
| the Lord, he had never come to the ſtate of 
Hardenine , nor Jeit himfelfe ſuch a fearefull 
{peacle 
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freacle of Gods wrath for cuer . But Pharaoh, 
fecling wealth and reuencw coming (o faſtand 
oundantly, that he bui'ded new Cittics (P#- 
tho and Raamſes (to lay vp his treaſures, his 
heart Was ſo bent and ſer vpon Couctouſneſſle ff 
(vch multitudes of people mcyling and labou- 
rig in ſundry wotkes for hisprott: ) that in no W 
caſe hee could endure to heare of their depar- i 
tre. Firſt,he ſaid flatly , rhey ſhould not go. Se- 
condly,hee (ought to ſhift off the matrer , ath:- 
ming the miracle notro be done by Gods hand, 
bur by inchantment. Thirdly , hee yeldeed g,,,, 
they ſhould offer ſacrifice , but onely in his | 
owne land , Foucrthly , hee was cor.tznt they | | 
ſhould go ſacrifice our off his land ( bur ſtill || 
hee would condition with God ( Noze but the 
menſhouldgo . Fiftly, the men ſhould go , the 
W omen go,the Children go, bur their ſheepe 
and Oxen (wherein their wealth ſtood ) ſhould | 
not 89, | 
Thus Pharaoh (through a wretched and gri- 
le minde(neuer left winding and turning, dal- 
Go and preſuming of the Lords mercie, and 
mes, till addingone finne viito another , his 
ieart became Hardened, Nay notwithſtanding 
ſo many miracles, and that before hee confel- 
ſedche Lordto bee God , He and bus people ſur- 
full,and earneſtly deſized Moſes io pray for hum, 
yet 


Exo, I. | 


10.1. || 
10.24 « 


| 


lf 


| efull 
| its, of Iſrae] were gone, hee flies to ſtrength of war, 
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. yet contrarie to his owne thoughts, and againſt 


hisowne knowledge, when hce ſaw the people 


hee cals his Captaines ,hee muſters his people, 
hee gathers his Chariots , heepurſues with all 


econ" might and maine, till at laſt both hee and his 


(ouerwhelmed in the ſea) receauecd the feareful| 
and finall judgement of wilfull diſobedience, 
Now then lerall the carth know the goodnefſſe 
of the Lord, and wiſely obſeruc his Joue vnto 
mankinde for cuer. It is true, Pharaohs hean 
was Hardened, and hee with his Nobles vtterl 

ouerthrowne. Bur,before this overthrow, al 
meanes pcſhible that could bee, were vſed to 
winne Pharav. Bleing vpon bleſſing before re- 
ceiued; puniſhment vppon puniſhment after in- 
flicted; Moſes ſtill and againe prayed for him; 
Aaron ever and anon per{waded him; the plagues 
to aſtoniſh him,were ſodaine and exceeding won 
derſull. the deliuerance,to winne him, was pre- 
ſent, and more miraculous : the Exchanters con- 
feſſed, the People cryed out, his Serwants were 
offended , Fgypt was almoſt quite deſtroyed 
the land of Cofpen was ſtil] vntouched: God a- 
oaine, and againe,and ſti}] againe was entreated, 
and yet Pharaoremained obſtinate, Shall we then 
ſay,that God Hardened Pharaohs heart ? Bee it 
farre from vs: for ttis direQly ſer downe in the 

nin 
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I ninth Chapter. 34. verſe. And when Pharao {iw 
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the haile and thunaer were gone, hee ſmned againe, 
& Hardened his heart. An againe the 8. Chap. 
15. verſe.lhen Pharao ſaw that he had reſt he har- 
dened his owne heart. 

Oh, I would ro God it were onely Pharavhs 
caſe, and that wee alſo being Chriſtians did not 
abuſe the long torbearance, and much louing 
kindneſle of our God. For, now feare of the 
ſtorme is ouer, bur even one yeare or two:now 
that our lowng God through his vnſpeakable 
mercic hath ſo ſweetely ſer all in order, that all 
Nations round about vs ſtand amazed;now that 
he hath fetled amongſt vs a moſt bappie and re- 
I:gious peace,now that hee hath giuen honour, eve 
plentic,and reſtthroughoutallthe Land Ril,ſtil thankfalf} 
wee dally and trifle with the Lord: acco: ding to to 
our private humors,and ſeuerall ſees, we will 5, hc 
not profeſſe the Goſpeil, except we fiſt condi- ous and 
tion (as Pharao did) both with our God & King; P32 

, : - 2a LT1NCC 
with humble hearts we do not ſubmit our ſelues | 
peaceably to ſerue the Lord : For this bleſſed 
Cataſtrophe, our ſoules flame not with thanketul 
loue, neither(as they ought)breake forth into e- 
verlaſting praiſes : Nay, wheicas the word of 
God cameten times to Pharao, wil'i1g him to 
let the people of I{racll go,& ſeruetle Lord,the- 
lame word comes an hundred times tea to orr 

E hearts 
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hearts, crying and beating vpon vs to haue vs 
let go our contentions,our carnal and peruerſe 
afteftions,and yet we neuer1elent atthe ſame, 
A mans heart will tell kim more then ſeuen watch- 
men inatrwer: Weknow,we know(euery one 
in hisowne boſome)the ſtanes which we ſecret- 
ly foſter,and will not ler go. But as Saint Paul 
exhortcth the Iewes, Hebrewes 3.12. fo 1 aduiſe 
you inthe name of God. Take heede, take heede, 
leaſt in any of you there be found a falſe and an e- 
will heart , to debart from the lining God. For af- 
ſuredly,it isa fearefull and bitter rhing to carry 
cuer a ſelfe-wilde and peruerſe mind, to reſpect 


meerely the applauſc of men , and fading plea- 


ſures of this life; ſo,inwardly falling away from 
God,and looſing the bleſſed comfort of our fal- 
uation.O Sautour ſ\veete,and ſecret hope,turne 
vs,that we may be turned ; bowour hearts, and 
rhe hearts of our ſecede vnto thee, tharwe'tnay 
teare thy iudgements , acknowledge thy good- 
nes,and ſtand faſtin thy loue for eur. 
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How men become Hardened. 


Herthird point is,to ſhew how 
N ' men become Hardened: in 0+ 
A pening whereof, we arcto vn- 
ay derſtandtha: there are three 
| ſotts of Hardenings: Naturalis, 
— % /Voluntaria,ludicialis. The firſt 


obſeruation and remembrance. | 
Inthe fixthof Marke,our Sauiour Chriſt fed  .. | 
| five thouſand men with fiue loaues and two _— 
| fiſhes, a miracle ſufficientto prouevnto his Diſ- 

ciples, that hee was the Sonne of God. Yetpre- 

ſently after,when he came walking on the Sea, 

and cauſed the winde to ceaſe, they ſtood ama» 

zed,and did not acknowledge his Dinutnity: for gage 

(faith the ſcripture)in the 5 2.verſe . They con- drenmaj 


; | fidered not the miracle of the loaues , becauſe þ* vind 
their hearts were hardened:that is,through natu- hardene: 
rall imperfeQion they had forgot it. in heart 

Secondly,there is an Hardening by habit,when re 
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(througha careleſſe ſecuritie)men doe continue 
in finne,& take ſuch a cuſtome;as they can hard- 
ly leaue. So Simon Magus, his heart by cuſt-me 
was ſo long berr, and ſer vpon couetonſineſle, 
that being connerſant amoneſt the Apcſtles, 
and daily unployed in moit divine and holy ac- 
tions : yet euenthen, his mind and thought hill 
ranne vpon money, vpon gaine. This is Habitu- 
alts obduratio, an Hayaenins which growes by 
continuance in ſinne. Hee that 1s inthis caſe, it 
ſtands hi:n voon to gather vp lus ſpirits, and 
{tcongly to reſiſt inne,to ſequeſter himſelte oft- 
times vnto.deuout and private Meditations, to 
toy in hearing the word, with reuerence to re- 
cciue the bleſſed Sacraments, eſpecially ro bee 
feruent in prayer,for ſo Saint Petey willed Simon 

' Mearns: Repent and pray, that ( ifit bee poſuble ) 

3.22. the thoughts of thy heart may bee forginen thee. 

The third and laſt is Trdicialis obduratio, an 
Hardning which proceedes from the inſt indgewent 
of God. Cum peccatum fit pena peccati, when finne 
becomes apuniſhment to him that commiteth 

- -...it, as Saint Paul ſaith crmwuolierys mhavis A IC- 

Fe***7 compence of former errours,when the thought . 

"is ſo poyloned, themind and ſoule ſo generally 
infeted,thatthe ſpirit of God is vtterly quench- 

_ ed-nolight of nature, no priuate Counſell, no 

| publike exhortation our of the word, no inward 

| | ; motions 
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How men become hardened. | 
motions of Gods ſpirit.canprenaile,bi1t hee g9- | 
eth on ſo long, & is ſo far ſpert, that being paſt 
all feare to oftend, careleſly he makethno feru-. .:- 
ple ofany fin whatſoeuer, till at lengrh-finding:<'-" | 
in himſelfe no hope of reconery ; either- God * . 
ſtrikes him apparently with his 11dgement, as*:-© | 
he did Pharao,or elſe by his death heepaſieth (i- 
lentto the graue without repentance, as Dines, 
or in this life(as 1#das did)doth plunge himfelfe 
inthe gulfe of deſperation. This is that Flarde- 
ring whichis here meant of Pharao. | 

This Hardening is notall on a ſuddaine : Nor 
ruimus primo impetu,ut Deo reludtemuy, no man 
is Hardened at the firlt.- Nemo fit repent? miſey. cau. | 

_— 

Heb, 3. 13.Taxe heed leaſt any of you be Hardened | 
through the deceitfulneſſe of ſme. The deceit ful- 
neſſe of ſane, it creepeth like a canker-worme, it 
eathers,it ſteales vpon vs,and ſo vnder the fore- 
knowledge of God, men come vnto Hirdenin | 
by degrees. Nafuralis eſt ordo, vt abimperfeito, Tho, ad 
ad perfeiti cuis moneatur. It is anaturall courfe 
euen in eui]l(faieth the {chooleman)by degrees 
to come vnto perfection. As they that dwellin 
Gods houſe, will bring forth more fruite, andthen 
appeare before the God of Gods in perfedt beautie 
ſo,onthe contrary,the wicked are not Hardened 
all at once, butas they offend more and more, 
ſo by little and little they grow to the height of 

| 3 ſinne, 
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How men become hardened. | 
ſinne,and as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, they do fall from 


one ſwne to another, 
26.8, Judas was firſta cunning Djſſembler,ſecondiy, || | 
12.5. he became a ſecret Thiefe;thirdly,he giew to be || | 
id * an impudent Lyar ; fourthly,he proued a bolde || * 
it. 27+ 5+ 7 r4itor; laſtly a deſperate Reprobate. | 
The diſeaſes ofthe body,they do not grow at || ' 
one & the ſelfe-ſame time-rhey do fiſt appeare || 
but by ryot, & diſtemperature vſed long before: | 
| 
| 


ſothe ſoule infeted with vncleane thoughts, 
and in youth accuſtomed to euill actions , ar 
length commetrh to the vncurable d.ſcaſe of 
Haraening. S. Auguſline inthe 8.0f his Confeſſ, 
dath open this point very plainely. 

Firſt the deuill by concupiſcence ſuggeſterh 
euill thoughts ; euillthoughts egge on delight: 
delight rolleth on conſent: c6ſent engendereth | * 
ation: ation bringerh forth cuſtome:cultome | 
growerh to neceſſity : and neceſſity in finning | 
is the forerunner of death, For example. Firſtthe } 
diuell ſuggeſteth cuillchougtts, fohee did vnto } * 
Eue,hce wound her in by tainting her thought, Þ | 
by telling her ſhe ſhould hauc «f knowledge,and | 
ke a5 God: this euill thougit egged on delight; | + 
forasappeareth. in the ſixth verſe, the Apple 

' grew pleaſant inher eyes:this delight tolled on } * 
conſent:forthen ſhe tcoke of the frunc: laſt- I | 
ly, gf gonſcat came ghe ation , for thee did 

| carg 
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eate and gaueit to her huſband. 

Now, whenthe action of fin is committed, 
theredoth not preſently follow Hardening:tor, 
if the heart do melt & thaw , ifthe ſoule do giue 
& reſolue into teares of repentance tor the ſame, 
then there is no Hardening.But,if from one aQti- 
on committed,we come vnto another,and fo to 
the cuſtome & continuance in ſin, then are we 
ſnared withthe cords of our owne iniquity,and 
fettered with this chaine,againſt chegeneral day 
of Gods iudgement.To make this plaine,I will 
ſhow you by ſeuen degrees,as ic were by ſeuen 
ſtayres,how men do deſcend into this pitte of 
Hardening. 

The firſt ſtep is importabile: Sin at the firſt, it is 


importable,it ſeemes vntollerable to be borne. Twpon{| 


Onethat hath bin religiouſly brought vp , hath bile. 


bin accuſtomedto a milde and honeſt conuer- 
ſation,and hath ben feareful to oftend:at lengelr, 
if through bad copany,through his own weak- 
nes,and the allurements of Sathan, hee falleth 
into any foule ſin;ar the firſt it is importable it 
doth ſtrike ſuch an horror into- him , that he is 
ina wofull taking and grieuouſly tormented, 
This we may ſee by Daxzid,who hauingalwaies 
atender conſcience,loath to offend, yet after o- 
uertaken by committing murder and adulter, 
afloone as he ſaw what he had done, hee was 

E 4. mightily 
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mightily troubled,whereſoeuer he became, Is fp 
oftence lo ſt 1cke1n his thought, tha-inthe 51, | 4 
Pſal. 3. he cryeth out,,y ſm 15 ever br fore me,that Þ| 
1s, iscontinually in my ſizht. li 
4 ' The ſecond ſtayreis Grave, heanie: for finne | it 
ue, being committed twiſe or rl:pi{c, 1t is notas 1t Fi 
was atthe firſt, importable, bur it is Leaute. Hee Þ c: 
ſorrowes, and is grieued, bit hee 15 nothivg (6 
troubled in mind,nor afflicted in conſcience as | d 
- he was before. U 
The third ſtayreis Leveight.For he thathath Þ 5: 
* vſed himſelf moreoften to 11n.thart which atthe | x 
firſt was importabſle, and afterwards heauje, at Þn« 
length becommerh light. Th4s appeareth bythe | it 
vachaſt woman ſpoken off ia the Prouerbs,who || 
' having had ſome praftile im finne,e makes. no 
more matter of it, but lightly p:ſi-th it over 
30.20. with wiping her mouth &1aith (be hath not ſinned. 
+ > Thefourth ſtayieis inſenſ bile þ-f /t feelrrg, tor 
 _ afterthat ſin bemade light of, ar.dtharthere be 
ho remorſe nor griefe for fine, then they grow 
aſt feeling : ſuch were the Iiraclices of whom 
the Propherleremie {peakettiin his 5. Chap. and 
| 3. ver. Thou haſt ſmitten them, but they haue not 
| ſerrowed, for they hane made their faces harder 
| then a ſ(one,chatis,they haue ſinned fo long,thar 
| now they are paſt feeling. 
llea- The ii ſtuire is DelecF abile.\N/ hen men take 
. pleaſure 


How men become hardened. 
pleaſure in fin ( as Salomonairh') They reloyce in pros 
doing euill,and achght i wickedneſſe.” Heereof - 
Saint Auguſtine ſaicl1, Tum eft ccnſummatainfe» 
lic'tas, vbt turpia non ſolum committuntar';Yede: 
Ham del: ayt: Then'1s the eftare-of c&tiderhna- 
tion certatize, when foule. ſinnes arenot onely 
commited; but are deliphrtull allo," 3 
The fixt ftaire is 'Defiterabile " Aieis (through DeG 

deligi.t ) men grow ro: ſuch a cuſtthe? that they bile, 
mwardly defireito fi'1; fotharas S; Gregoryſaid: 
$1 nunquam mortretien: munqud 7 wellepeceare deſi 
weret: ſuch a ini,;fbe fkouldneuergiethewould 
neuer ceaſe to fin,for chough he didor commit 
tin aQtion, yer ſti'] ke would defireitiri thought. 

[ he ſeauenth ſt.ireis defenſbile ;* When hee ath 
getter a forehead o fbraſſe Ef. 48.535 the Pſab hue. 
a" {airh)whe the tyrant doth boaſtrharhe can 
do milchicfe , when heeſits i# the[eate of the ſeor- 
per, when hee doth not onely by habirdefireto ; 
fin,and delight in it, but nowe he Will take vpon' 4 
him ro defend it . Peceatums porta mortis, a, enſio Origeri. 
fl lumen mferni, Sin is the high way- to death, 
but the defence of ſin is the' very next ſtep into | 
hell. Ar this point were the /ewes; who being re- 
proued foridolatry, the Srripture ſaith they ſaid h 
deſperately, wehaue loued ſtrange Gods: and them 
will we follow againe © they refuſed to bearken, and 4 
pulled wy the ſhoulder &5 ſtopped Fheir cares, and dis e741 
made 1 
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\ ,. . madetheir hearts 45 an Adamant ſlone, Impis ca | 
218.3. venerit in profundum, contemmnit: a diſlolute liver 


once.grownetothe height of fin, becomes del- 
PEYALE ev. | 

- Thus Singfirſt it is /mportable,ſecondly , heaute, 
thirdly ir becomes ##ghtfourthly paſt feeling fitt- 
ly delightfull,ſixtly deſwred,and laſtly to be defen- 


* _ _ ded, Here is deſcenſus Auerni,theſc be the ſtayres 


+, thatleadtathechambers ofdeath, &the ſteps- 
wherby the reprobate do deſcend vnto final de- 


ſtruction. Indeed,at the firſt, when fin is 772por, 


z EI. 


ledgement of fin. In the ſecond of the A&Fs,whdt 
they ſaw and knew their {in,they cried out, Men 
& brethern, what ſhal we do to be ſaned.This hor- 


> xor;this troubled mind, it mace them fſecke for 


comfort, and.{o brought them to repentance. 
Secondly,when finis a burden vnto ur ſoules, 
fo that we would faine be caſed of ir, there 1s 
yetgood hope. We may ſec it by Dauidin the 

38.P/alme'g.verſe. Mine iniquities are gone ouet 
. mine head,and are as a burden too heany for mee to 


_ beare. The weight of this burden made David 


11] 
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How men kecome hardened. 


» | io the 18, ver.following,to confeſſe his wickednes, 
rf and to be ſory for his ſm , i made him flie vnto 
- | God for eaſc, O caſt your burden wpon. the Lord, 
for he will not ſuffer the righteous to fall for ever. 
| Thirdly,when men make light of fin , ſurely 
» | danger isnot far off, for a threefold cord is not ea- 
- | [dy broken,and the third letting of bloud in. the 
SY [ame cine is exceeding dangerons: bur yer ſhill 
* | there is ome hope, for thoughin the hot.chaſe 
- | of our blinde and yourhful deſires, though then 
«|| for a time weaccountita light matter,to com- | 
*{ wir this or that finne , yet God may touch our i 
| hearts,Chriſt may looke backe upon vs ,as he didon 
| 5.Peter,who demied him thrice . His word may fo | 
0 ſtr;ke vs, that we may come ro know our ſelueg, | 
| to ſeein what caſewe are, tobewaile our infir- 
mity,&foturne vnto god by praier &repEice, 
| Alitheſe things(as 1b taith)will God worke twice Tob.zz,il 
of 27 thrice with a m1.But if we cometo Inſenſibile, © bem 
| ; 


- _ 
_ 
—_— — — ————— 


the fourth ſtayre,ſo that we grow paſt feeling,we ware, | | 


ſta daily and haue no ſenſe of ir,if there benore- | 

morſe,no griefe nor diſlike of ſin,wo be vnto vs, 

| 2. 4mos.6.For three tranſereſſrons, and for feure, 

| 7will not turne to 1fracl, ſaith the Lord, With- 
outthe infinte and extraordinary mercieof God p 
weare the {ons of wrath, forthe followeth this 
deadiic wound of Hardenirg It is a principle in 
Phiſicke.granitime is egrotat, qui ſe non ſentit 
egrotare, 


How men become hardened, 


egrotare:it aman bee ficke, andknow it not,out 
otqueſtion , hee is very dangerouſly and deadly 
{icke:heethat findes in himſelfe no want of any 
thing ( as the. Church of Laodicea) iudtris year 
ad.z.17 31 ſtand notin need of any thing, This dead- 
neſle,this vnfeeling numneſſe,jit is a plaine fore- 
tellerof death:: for example, ifa man haue ta- 
ken a grieuous wound in his body, if it ake, if it 
pricke and ſhoote, if itpaine him , eyther itis 
healing,orel{ethere is hopeto heale it : but ( as 
uſt, Saint Auguſtine ſaith ) 2uod non dolet , non pro 
ſano, ſed pro mortuo computandum, if the wound 
be ſuch ;rhatitneuer cauſerh griefe , if ir neuer 
ake nor {mart , vndoubtedly it is dead ficſh , of 
acceſſitie itmuſt be cut off, 
TocommitaQtuall and preſumptuous ſinnes, 
when a mans owne knowledge and Gods ſpirit 
-.”., cryethin him tothecontrary, theſeare wounds 
' ** ard grieuous Woundes vnto the ſoule,and who- 
.:.;: focyer hath gone on ſo far, that he doth delight 
intheſe {innes,ſo often,ſoleng,that his minde1s 
neuer troubled,his rhoughts neuer checked, his 
ſovle neuer grieued,ſurely ſ1:cha one(being vt- 
 rerly paſt feeling ) is very neere to this fearchull c- 
ſtate oi hardenzp, 
_ Thus haueI ſhewed how,and after v; har ſort 
men become Hardexed,nor of my ſelte, but ass. 
Arenſline faith : Ligats texcor ron ferro aliens: 


ſea 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


T0W men vecome naracnet 


ſed meaferrea voluntate ; velle meam tenebat int- 
micus , et inde mihi funes fecerat , et conſuetudini, 
lum non reſſtitur facta eſt neceſfitas . A wan be- 
comes hardened,he is fettered , not by any other 
chaine,bur by the cordes of his owne fanne, the 
devill by deceit gets powerouer the will,and fo 
doth ſnare vs,and becauſe inthe beginning wee 
did not reſiſt cuſtome , atlength ic groweth to 
neceſſiry. Thisis the very ſame in effe&t ſetdown 
by Saint Pawle in the 4.tothe Pheſuns 18. where 
this manner of Hardening is allo expreſſed. firſt 
| ErxonTwern,the minde is darkened , they cannot | 
rightly diſcerne whatto doth en, ie Thy &Yyrortr, | 
they become ignorant, thirdly , comes In 4£7iy | 
n%wm,when the ſoule ( for want of heauenly 
dewe ) beginnes to wither and harden ,fourthly 
frm gms re paſs feeling, and laſtly giuen ouer to 
| mit all ſmne with greedineſſe. 


—_————__——— lu 
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M oft wofull to be hardened, 


5 Ow,what a gricuous and as 
;p 


mentable=ſtate is it to be har- 
S &| dened , letit pleaſe you with 


| W 4 | paticnce to ob'eruea while &}; 


þ.--|t= jj you (hall bricfely vnderſtand, 

The comfort of mans life in 
this world,it conſiſteth in the enioying, cither of 
temporall or ſpirituall bleſſings, But the ſtrong 
man having once got poſlſefſion,when a manis 
fallen away from grace,and his heart Hardened. 
how fearefull, how morrnfull a caſc it1s? it may 
maniteſtly appearein this; for that ſuch men, 
they can haue no true joy of temporall things in 
this world nor any true comtorrt of the {weete 
graces inthe hferocome, 

Firſt concerning ſpirituall bleſſings: Theres 
nothing more cheecretull vato man, then the 
knowledge of his minde, nothing more excel- 
lent in him then the light of his vnderſtanding, 
Thus 


|<. 


AAolt wofnll !. 2# 4 A; 


A © 


 Iſhis krowledge,this lightof nature,this vnder- 
nding and iudgement is'vtterly extinguiſhed, 

| Wufocatur nature lumen,tum ad huius abiſſt in- Cala, 

greſſum accedimus:the light of nature is choked, | 

Eh < they onceenter into this gulfof Hardning. | 

| Inmanthereis athreefold light, The light of 

Ethe body whichis the Eze,the light of the mind 

*Ywhichis Reaſon,and Faith the light of the ſoule, ,., | 
by which we diſcerne things that are not ſeene.In 1Cor.s. 

*Fihc obſtinate their bodulie eye is full of adultery, 

"Bund cannot ceaſe toſinnez.Pet.2.14. 2.Pe.2.1) 

; The light of Reaſon,which is the law of nature | 

CY is extinguiſhed. Rom. 1.28.Laftly Faith, which is Rom.1. 

the light of the ſoule is wholy blinded, for ſuch 

MF cannot ſee to take hold of the mercies of God, 

: nor to apprehend his comfortable promiſes. | 

| 

J 


| 
j 


Ebre.z.2, Now if the Eye, which is the light Ebr.4.2; |! 
of the body.if Reaſon, which is the light of the | 
* | minde, if Faith which is the light of the ſoule | 
be dimmed: If all that light which ſhould bee in l 
vs, bee darkneſſe. Tuſtiſſana pena, vt qui ſtiens guy ge 1 
ret um non facit, amittat ſcire quod retFum:((aith be.arbit, 
| Saint Auguſte) it is a puniſhment that hee 53+ | 
(who knowing)doth not well, at length ſhould 
looſe the knowledge of weldooing : ſois it with ; 
| the Hardned(as lob. faith)T he light of the ungodly Tob. 18. 
(ball bee darkened,and the wicked ſhall become blind | 
beeauſe they hane ſamed againſt the Lord. : c__—_ 
CY nn ons === The 


: 
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Moſt wofull to be hardenea. 

The iudgemert of the minde beeing thusf] 
peruerted , and Faith , which inall ſtormes anc 
temptations ſhould guide the ſterne being o 
uerchrowne,there fellowes a generall ſhipwrack 
of conſcience. 

The word of God, is ſaid to bee ſharper thenÞ x 
rwo edged ſword,it pierceth the very ſinewes & þ 
marrow , it d:wideth the ſoule and ſpirit aſunder: 
how wonderfull it is in operation , how might 
ro conuince our thoughts , howe powerful] te 
quicken the ſoule ; how comfortable to ſtreng 
then our faith ; I doubr not but moſt hereto 
their endleſſe comfort,do «ffeually kr.ow. This 

vord,this mighty word , which forthe piercing 

operation tis reſembled to fire able to ſoften 
yron, this wordit cannot mollifie the hardened, 
Butas the biig':t beames of Sinne doe harden 
clay,and foiten wax: and as the{Weete drops c 
raime do mollifie earth and hayden ſand : fo the 
heauenly and eternail word returnerh not infſ pl 
|.  __  vaine, bit(by reaſon of different diſpoſition iff th 
the ſubie&)ir 1iluminarech , it melterh the right-ſ| in 
ous,it obdurates and Hardens the wicked , theirÞ py 

heartes being fat, their eyes heaute , andtheir eartiÞ ac 
| ſhut , they ſhall he:reindeed , but ſhall not undert bl 
} +. ſland,theyſhall ſee and not perceine, th 
| Where the word ot God cannot; prevailef * 
© © therecanbeno repenance.Itis true. The {crip] to 
| | eurch Se 


' Moſt wofull to be haraenea. 
< irre ſaich, at what time ſoeuer a ſummer doth repent F**-1\ 


him of his ſmn,fro the bottom of his hart. God wil put 
all bis wickednes out off his remembrance, There- 


if vpon many take their pleaſure8& glutthemſelues 


in ſin, & at laſt they thw:keto make all good by 


£ repentance. Indeed it istrue,if they can repent: 


but they muſt obſerue what S. Auguſt. ſaith, Yuz 


Y promittit penitenti veniam, non promittit peceants 
Þ p4nitetiam.God,who promiſeth vnto euery one Aug, 


that repEreth forgiuenes,doth not promiſe vnto 
euery onethat ſinnerh repentance. Reperanceis 


of the gift of god,8 ſuch as are hardened, becauſe in 


times paſtthey deſpiſed the riches of his bounty 


Fl & gracc,his long ſuffering & mercy,that did cal 


theni to repetance, when they wold they cinot 
repent.0.2.5 .after hardnes,the heart it canot re- 
pet, !fthere can be no repentance: then lamenta- 
tion & teares are bootlefle, Teares, they are the 
bloud of the foule, and the #ne of Arxgels, moſt 
pleaſing and acceptable in the ſight of God. Yet 
the hardened,though they ſhould waſhthEſelues 
in their owneteares, it will not preuaile. Nihil 
proſut lamenta,ſi replicantur peceataztears arenot 
accepted , where ſinnes are ſtill and againe dour- 


Bern, 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ble. Ebr.12.17. Eſau found ns place to repentance x, . 


though he ſou ght the bleſſing with teaxes. 

The holy & bleſſed Sacraments now preſently 
to be adminiſtred,are Pledges of Gods loue,and 
Seals of our ſaluation.By Baptiſine he _— the 

F ads 


— 
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Rom,4-1 


Moſt worull to be hardened, 


heads of the Dragons in the Waters : et per Baptiſ- 
mum el ianaa eperitar.And by baptiſme euen 
the dore of heaut 13 ſet open. The ſacrament of 


0.74.14 the Lords ſupprrit is canalts gratie,et Lanacrii ani. 


Dol 3. 


me,the coduir of grace,&rie bath of the ſoule, 
VVhatcan be moretioyful,then by receiuing the 
figne of the crofle, ro hight vnider the bariner of 
Chirſts louc,& robe knit intothe miſticali body 
' of his ſaints*what can be more joyful then to re- 
ceuue that pure & princely blood, the leaſt drop 
wherofbcing abte to redeeme athouſad worlds, 
I may reſt aſjured it 1s a full & perteQ ſatiſtatis | 
for all my ſinnes? ſo tiar if my body hath ſinned, || * 
this body hath made amEds,if my ſoule haue fin- } 
ned.his ſoule hath made recompence: & there- 
fore both ſoule and body are kis,and fo we firm- 

ly andtully fetled in a Chriſtian ioy for euer, 
\ Theſc holy and heauenly Sacraments arenot 

_ efteQtuallin the obſtinare.Inawsnotwithſtandin 

'  hewasadiſcipleof our Sautour , and that blef 
ſed hand( which aiter for his ſake was nayled on || - 
the Crofle)cid reachbim the bread of life: yer } 
he was fo hardened with ſecret fin , & a trayte- 
rous diſpoſttion:that as ſoone as he receiuedthe 
27 {op,the deuilentredinto him,tooke ful poſlefſis 
' ofhim,8&ſo broughthimto amoſt fearcfulend. 
Prayer,what maruailous things it hath brought 
to paſſe? and indeede what greater comfort can 
there betoa diſtreſſed minde,then to open our 
_  griefe 
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Met wofi [l to be Hardened. 


friefe, to poure out our complaints , andeaſe 
our wounded hearts,by making out mone vnto 
God,by faithful ad humble prayer:yetin thoſe 
that are Hardenedned, prayers of themſclues are 
fruteleſſe. Ioh.9.31. God heareth not the prayer 
of ſinners:rhat is,of ſuchas reteine a willtoſinne. 
Darid faith, He that enclineth his heart unto Wic* 
ked::o8:,God will not heare his prayers. 

Tohope inthe prayer of others, that alſo is in 
vaine. Ier.7.16.Becauſe jou hae done theſe things, 


and 1 ſpake unto you g7 you would uot heare,there- ler.y, 


fore thou ſhalt not pray for this people , nor lift wp, 
cry,nor entreat me for 1 wil not heare:Though Noe 
e lob, ſhouldintreat me,though Moſes and Samu- 
el ſhould pray unto me,yet will 1 not heare neither 
be intreated.Tnthe 15.ofthe Prou.& 15.71 is ſaid 
a good conſcience is « continuall feaſt. Aſuredly,ifa 
- man haucall earthly bleſſings, which his heart 
can defire,if he wax neuer ſo warme and weal- 
thte,yetit hee beat war with himſelte, it heebe 
ſtung with the guilt of his owne thoughts,whar 
comfort,what ioy can he haue? 


Pſa.6 


11.14 


T he [pirit of aman may beare his ſuknes,or in fir - Pro:18; 


mitie,but a wounded ciſcience who is able toendure? 
Contrariwiſe,peace with God,peace of conſci- 
ence,and quiet reſt of ſoule,it is the greateſt co. 
fort that man can cnioy vpon earth. S. Auguſtine 
calles it. Thebeautiful Temple of Salomon, the IM 


den of Paradice.the golden bed of reft the ioje of the 
F2 HAN 
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Moſt wofull to be hardened. 


Angels, the treaſure of the great King, the mercie 
ſeat of the Cherubins,and the tabernacle of the holy 
Ghoſt. This peace the Hardened can neuer bee 
11.10. partakers of.T heir grief is doubled with mourning, 
andremembring things paſt:and it is plainely (aid, 

T here is no peace unto the wicked. 
Hope is the treaſurie of all ſpirituall and heauen- 

* 3 bo . . . a 

ly blejings,inall wants and miſeries,it is the ſafe 
and ſure anchor ofthe Soule. For by hope wee are 
ſaued:Dur the hope of the vngodly is like the duſt 

-r- i, blowne away With the wind, They forecaſt unto 

7 10, 

*  »  themſelues cruel things, and their thoughts are like 
the flights of a bloudie and vanquiſht field where al 
hope and comfort lyeth ſlaine, 

Now when the ſoulethus affeted, is not at 
peace With God,but ginca oucrto ſin, remaines 
in the ſtate of Condemnation , all temporall 
blefiings,which are comforts to Gods children, 
they doc increale our condemnation. + 

Riches ( weeknow) arethe good bleflings of 
God. bur,to ſuch as haue no ſinne in their conl- 
cicence:otherwiſe,as Job ſaith in his 15,Chap.27. 

. If his face be ſo conered with fat, and that hee hath 
ſuch collups in his flanks, that in aboundance and 
proſperitie he forgets God, Dat legitimum, ſed non 
ſanitum wſum, he giueth alawtull and outward, 
but not a ſanQified vie. | 
Slepe is ſweet vnto euery man-but a mind ſe- 


8 


fil,r2,7 
Wy dreames 


cretly wolided with ſin,is aftliged with feareful 


Moſt wofull to be hardened. | 


dreames and viſions in the night. The wicked | 
that kaue lined a diſſolute life , they are tormented 
with their owne imagmations.as Tob ſaith, T he ter- 
rours of God do fight againſt them. | 

Mirth and Cheerefulnes,the wiſe man faith:the 
are the reioycing of the heart , and prolonging of the | 
life.Iob 14. 22. The ſummer while his fleſh is upon 
him, he ſhall be ſorrowfull,while the ſoule is in him, 
heſhall not ceaſe to mourne:Prouerbes 14.13 .Enen 
in laughing the heart is ſorrowfull , and the endof 
that mans mirth is heautneſſe. 

Now.if the eſtate of the Hardened be ſuch,thar 
thelight ofthe minde and foule be wholly dark- 
ned,it the word of God cannot peirce thE:if ha- 
uing made ſhipwrack of conſcience, their heart 
it cannot repent, and ſoneither Sacraments, nor 
teares be auaileable.Iftheir own Praters cannor 
be heard, & others are forbidto pray for them: 
iftheir ſleepebe feareful,theirlaughing inward- 
ly mournfull,their riches curſings,their hope vt- 
terly forlorne, &they can neuer enioy any peace 
of conſcience or quiet reſtof ſoule, iudge you, 
whetherit had not bin betterſuch a man haq not 
beene borne, orbeing borne had preſently bin 
flung intothe bottome of the ſea, & drowned in 
cuerlaſting forgetfulnes . For(alas)when God is 
becomeour enimy,who is ableto enter into co- 
bat, to match with'the wrath of the Lord of 
boſtes?whE a mans ownhart doth'condeEne him, 

Ha th F 3 who 
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who is able to put to ſilencethe voice of deſpe- 

ration?Oh happy is hethat ſianeth leaſt,next he 

that retumeth ſooneſt, but moſt dreadfullis the 

eſtateofhim,who like Pharas is giuen ouer viito 

Hardenine,For he that is oncc come to this paſſe 

that as Jeroboam, he hath fold hunſelfe to co: it 
n.r.28, in, hrs mindc reprobate his conſeicz.ce ſeared , and 
m.4-2 his ſoule frozen in the dregges of ſm, then though 
'* he weepe &lament with Z/ar,though he would 
reſtore that which hee hath wronefully gotten 
with 1u4zs,though he do gird h1 n:{e'fe in ſack- 
cloth,& walke ſoftly as Ahab,thougnh he dopul 
the men of God to comfort him, and prayytor 
himas Sauldid; thoughtiee do mourng like 4 
Dove, and chatterlike a crane, wichthe Peſiica, 
though he do {end forth ſhril and fearctull crjes 
| into the ayrc,yer althis wil nothelpe,(wo alas) 
t.tze23. there is no recoury,, Jer 13.253. Can the. black- 
| More chang: his skin,or the Leopurd his ſpets, then 
may they doe good, wie hau: accuſtomed themfelues 
ſt eth - 70 doe cilh O' yig wh wropmiirn®@: aru]@r He that 
ww. hardencth his heart can neuer be cured. Habituaty 
» - 1, in maloſunt impeniturt.their thoughts can neaer 
b.ao.26 be altered:their flony kearts ca not become fleſhy,they 
b.12,17 hane aenicd the power of ſalua? ot hey hauc deſpit ed 
the | wi of grace,and though they ſeeke the bleſsing 
with tears,thzy can fing no piace to repetance, This 
is alamentable eſtate,this is xfearcful iudgmet, 
| for tpanto be left vnro himſelfe, giuen woos 
% | than, 


Th: Remedie. 
tha,& to be forſaken of God'for euer,frs this e- 
{tire the Lord for his endleſſe mercy deliuer vs. 


The Remedie. 


= O eſchne this gulfe, and to auoide 

A the danger of this Hardening,cither 

24 AS229 we muſt cutoff and ſtay the courſe 

GY MS: of fininthe a, orelſe we muſt re- 

_* Mſtitinthe beginning , and ſtay it 

in our thoughts. It is an excellent ſaying of S.e- 

- | rom. tbi maxime oportet obſeruare peccatums , ubs 

| | n2ſciſolet:both in ſin,8& alſo in curingthe diſea- 

| ſes of the body,it is the chicfeſtpoinr,to obſerue 

. | &ftade out wherethe malady firſt rooke begin- 

| ning. Itis plaine, fin fi:ſt buddeth inthe thought, 

| | andtheruponS. /eromecalls it prime gentta Dian 
bol;,the Diuels darling or firſt begotten. Sarhan 
darenot attEpt any vnto murther, treaſ6,or any 

| | ſuchgricuous fin;vnleflche ſend an cw thoughe 

' | beforezto trie whether he ſhall bewelcome. 

| ThePhiliſtins will nor ventureztill Da{zlah hatch 

| wroughtthe feat :as ſhe with Sampſon nenerleft 
fawning,and creeping into his boſomeytil by c6- 

' | ſenting vnto her;he loſt both his firengrh, & his 

' | eyes, & became a mil-horſe forthe Philiſtins: ſo 

| | iithoughtsallure& toil on,ſo long, til thelightof 
the vnderſtading being b!inded,faran, that foule 
Philiſtine ſets them ſuch a griſt rogrind as they 

| muſt pay the loſle of eternal life for the toll. 
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The Philoſopher fayd truely E'9@ deyrw whe 


«7 Terps, cuſtome ariſeth of very ſmall be- 
ginnings, and though it ſeemea ſmall matter to 
lendrhe diuel an cull thouzht,yer the wile man 
faich in the 1 3.0fW41ſ. Ewill thorghts ſeparate from 
God: cogitationes male,dum ludunt illudant:cuill 
thoughts,while they aally,rhey doc deceiue. As 
the ſtream in the riuer /ordan doth carry the fiſh 
ſwimming &playing,til an a foaine they fall iz 
mare mortuum into the dead (ea;where,by rea(s 
of brimſtone they preſently die. ſo, many ſuifer 
themſelnes to bee caricd away fo long with viti- 
ousthoughts,& wicked imaginations, that on a 
{adain, thepowers oftl;c mind be grieuoully in- 
fected. The eye is feneſtra ments, & many times 
ere euer webe aware,death ſtcaleth in at the win> 
dow. The eare,/ob callerh itin his 12.Chap. the 
taſter of the ſou'e : As the mouth t:ſteth meat for 
tbe belly: ſa the earg taſieth waras for the ſoule. He 
that hath a wicked eyc,ardan vnchaſt care(as 9, 
Peter ſaith of Simon Magus) his foule will ſoone 
be brought to tie gallotbicterneſle. Therfore, 
wiſe men may hereby indge, how carefully, 
how .prouidetly the cducatis of youth(eipecial.y 
ofthenoble:r ſort)ought to be reſpeted. How 
fAatrering pataſirs & prophane ieſters ought to 


be warily ſmined. Alas,the mad & diſpoſiticof 


yer diſh. you may put 11 what you pleaſe: bur if 


through 
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through vile Atheiſts, & diflolute company,the 
ffc&ion be once led away,& the diſpoſition in- 
k&ted,wo worth that copany,fort the infefio of 
fn taken intEder yeares: lob ſaith,Theſoule dieth lob.z6, 
mouth: as cloth ſtained inthe wooll,doth neuer 
vie the colour,ſo the ſtaine of in rakenintEder 
jezres Wil hardly orneuer betaken out:nay,that 
which aſerwards,diſcretio & yeares doth know 
1nd indge init ſelfe moſt hatefull , I 7 mee Chiifal., 
ny TO xgxav guigady Tydiluy drayze (wr, , By C- 
vill cuſtome , hee is inforcedto puttheſamein 
rractiſe whether he will or no.In the g. of Mayk. 
11.ver. the foule ſpirit which kept poſſeſſion frs 
1 child , could nor bee caſt out by any other but 
only by our Sauiour. /ob made a couenant with 
his heart,& Dautdpraied the lord to turne away 
his eyes fro beholding vanity.Euery good man 
ong}-r to labour & ſtrive with himſelf,to quench 
his defires,to checke his thoughts,to beat down 
& keepe vnder his afteCtions , that though hedo 
ſin ſometimes of infirmity, yet it may neuer ge- 
nerally infe&t the minde : it may neuer be ſerſed 
inthe thought . There isno facrifice more ac- 
ceptable vato God,then the nippingof a ſerpets 
head:therfore, as Dauidipeakethr the children 
of Babiloz, adpetrasilliderezto daſh their braines ral.c7.s 
againſt the wall , while they areyong:(c the beſt 
way to preuEt Hardening,is to nip finin the head 
athe firſtco kil the ſtrEgth of it1n our thoughts, 
Now 


68,2 3 


\ 20.in 
tis, 


ro,29.26 
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Now if God do nor ſo ſtrengthen vs to ouer- 
come {1:1 inthe thought, the next way to ſhunne 
this Hardening is to ſtaythe courſe of it in the 
act.For God wil wound the heary ſcalpe of ſuth,as go 
0n ſrillin their wickednes, Paruus error in principu 
maximus e in fine, A ſmall ſcape in the begin- 
ning many times prouesa miſchiefe 11 the end, 


Conſuctudo peccands tollit ſenſum peccars, The cue 


ſtome of {intakes away all feeling of fin, as hee 
that is ſtung with a viper,is ſo deadly bentimed, 
that he feeles the ſtingof nothing els; ſo he that 
hath take a cuſtome of offEding,neuer feces the 
infeQis of any ſin, though ir rancle neuer fo 
grieuoutly. Inthe 69.Pſ.r6.ver. Dauidorayeth, 
O let not the pitſhut her mouth po m2gT o ii is to 
falinto a pit,butto take a cuſtom in ſin,is to co 
verthepit & dir vp,that we ſhal neue: get out 
againe.Ciſuetudine vincere dura pugra(ſaith Au- 
g«:t)iris a difficult fight ro overcome cuſtome: 
-tor in all humanethings gf T5;ams, cuſtomeis 
the moſlintollerabletirant. Horatius the Romane, 
being ro fight with 3. cnimics at once , vid fin- 
giethem om,& then fiew thE one by one:io the 
force of ſin is to be cutoft.ineuery ſeucral at's 
leaſt by gathering ſtiEgrh itourthrow vs. He that 
truſteth his owne heart is not wiſe. la this caſcitis 
good for a mano ſuſpe& his owne heart, to call 
his own way to remebrance,to take ſomtimesa 
ſuruey & avicw of tie maner of his life,8: = 

y 
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ly aCtions,& ifhe find in himſelf,that God hath 
{uffered him fo far ro be tempted:that he is falls 
iato any foule offence, which he knowethis di- 
realy Cock againſt God,8& his own conſcience, 
then preſctly to beſtir himſelf,neuer to ſuffer his 
eies to ilcep,nor his ceic-lids to {lliber,ril he haue 
poured out his heart vnto God, made batter Ia- 


I mcntation;craued pardon With repentance,and 


vowed by Gods affiſtice neuerto offend in any 
ſuch ſort againe.Otherwiſe,if lightly ke paſſer 
ouer,$ to go on:as Hithridates accuſtomed his 
body ſo mich to the receipt of poyſon , that at 
length no poiſon would work on him,ſo hethar 
hath oncetaken in with the cuſtom of f1n,ſhal at 
[Egth come to thatpaſſe,thatthe greateſt ſinthar 
15,ne ſhall neuer feele it,Omne peccati vileſeit 0: 


A 
yr 


ſuetadine,et fit homini quaſinulli, the greateſt ſin Dom. 


by cuſtom comes to be accoiited nothing, VVhE 
the body is fore hurt & wounded,thereis no dri- 
wngoftime,bur preſecly it muſt be looked ro;10 
when the {oule 1s wounded, we muſt not deferto 
turne vntothe Lord, but flieto him with impors 
tunate prayer, with a broken & mourninghearr, 
for feare the wound do feſter inwardly, and fo 


there be no recouery.I make it plaine by exam- 


plethus.Ifa macake inthe ſpring 3.or 4,plants, 
and ſerthem al together at one tume,it he come 
dy and by,or withina while after , he may eaſi- 


q ly pull vp one of them : if he ſtay a fortnight, or 
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a moncth, he may pull vp an other, but it will be 
ſomewhat harder,if he ſtay a yeare or two,till it 
ſetrleand take roote, then he may pul and ſtraine 
his very heart ſtrings , buthis labour is loſt, hee 
ſhall neuer beablero pull i vp. One fin,one of- 
fence,if we labour to pul it vp in time,it may be 
forgiuen,it may be taken awayzif we letit go on 


rotwo orthree, with vnfained repentance, with F' 


bleeding teares , with vnceſſant outcryes vntoa 
gratious God,they may beraſed out and wiped 
away ,but with greater difficulty : at length, if 
man giue ouer himſelfevnto ſinne,ſo that it take 
deepe roote in theheart , and bee ſetled in the 


ſoule,heſhall neuer be able to pull itvp,nor to" 


ariſe from the death of finne. 
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Bond = as God defireth not the death of 
Sq, any ſinner,but moſt louingly offe- 
3 ALE rcth his grace & meanes of ſalua- 
ton vnto all: ſeeing ſinne doth proced from our 
52 fowne vile concupiſcence, and we neuer ſtituing 
ed fto ſtay the courle of irin our thoughts,do ſecret- 
fa ſly fall away:ſecing by degrees,againſt their own 
ke {knowledge,men do wound their foules with ma- 
he oy actuall ſinnes, and thervpon God doth with- 
ro $ hold his grace,and fo forſake themzand this for- 
aking is ſucha forlorneeſtate , that as 7b faith: 
12.14.God ſhutteth a man vp, and he can newer be 
| £s/ed: O how feruent ought we to be inprayer, 
- f thereby to kindlein vs, the heat of Gods ſpirit? 
how deuout in ſweete & heaucnly meditations, 
to ſtir vp in vs the good graces of God?how di- 
ligent to ſhewe the fruits ofour faith, euer ſtir- 
ring in theworkes &labours of our calling; gi- 
uingno aduantage to our aduerſary ? how care- 
full, when wee heare the word of God, to do ir 
with a humble ſpirit,with great reuerence? ther- 
by to keepe a tender heart,a minde and cogita- 
tion that may caſily bee touched with remorſe: 
how deſirous 8& ſecretly ioyfull arthis holy time 


to prepare our ſelues to the receiuing of the 
a , bleſſed 


- 
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blefſed ſacraments , co haue our hearts ſtrip- 
pedoft worldly vanities , to cal home our afte- 
&tions, to appeaſc our thoughts , and ſo peace- 
ably to bath our ſoles afreſh im rhe precicys 
blood of our cuerlaſting redeemer . That & 
feeling our ſeluesas it were newely created a. 
gaine,ſoule & body,heart, hand & tongue, may 
neuer ceaſctoſound praiſes vnto him,who doth 
never ceaſe to renew his mercies vnto vs, 

The holy & kingly Prophet Danza, he is a wore 
thy example for this roial preſece,ſet him before 
your cies, & obſerue the whole courſe of his life 
How ſweet and mild was his ſpiric in forbearing 
to take reuenge for himſelfe?how couragious & 
inuincible his faith, whE it ſtood in the quarrel of 


. 'gods honour?how dearly afteGed to his people, 


when heſaid rothe deſtroying Angel, not theſe 
ſheep ut itis I that haue offended>what melting & 
kinde afteion did he ſhew towards Tonathan.,& 
thoſe who he toued? what a mournful &repen- 
tat heart,wheE he knew that he had ofteded?how 
full of divine medirztions to better his thoughts? 
how frequent in praier, falling tro him as a cot- 


tinual ſtreamefhow ioyfull in Gods ſeruice,dan: 


cing before the: Ark?how renerend 1n Gods houſe 


kneeling ex bowing in theteple before al the peo- 
Ple ? 'whar a thankfull heart 3» offering to builds 


gloriogs t-miple 30 the Lord*what an hible minde 
laying iphitiam 1,9 what Was my fathers houſe 
\ F 


Appiication, 
| that rhou haſt brought vs hitherto? whar a chayy &» 
| tender care of Gods glory,wherſoeuer he became? 
Jhov! abundant in praiſes & thankſgiuing,calling 
every member ofhimſelfe, &all the creatures 
both of heauE & earth ro make one quire in fet- 
Jung forth, ſinging, & ſounding the enerlaſting 
praiſes of his God? But why did Daxidthus ?to 
vhat end was althis?that he might be ſure ſti] 70 
ho!d faſt by Godyto be intirely knit vnto lim, by al 
means poſsible to reraine his loue, for feare leaſt 
God hauing raiſed him tothe heig!itot renowne 
deltered him miraculouſly out oft many emi- 
nent and bloudy dangers, &ſo ſer a crowne of 
bleflings vpon his head: if Dauid ſhould haue 
| ſhowne any vnthankf::}nes,any coremprt,orthe 
leaſt negle& of his loue,a mighty &iclous god, 
he al{o,vpon tuſt cauſe might have withdrawne 
his loue,& laid al his honour in the duſt againe, 
Now therfore,with al humbleneſie & duety, 
lintreat you,by the tender mercies of Chriſt 7e- 
ſus,& in thename of che liuing GodI chalenge 
every chriſtii which hopes for any ioyin thehite 
to cometake heed of actuall and preſumprtuous 


ſi:es,in no caſe let them have deminto ever you, Plal.rg.r 


donot wolld your foules as Pharas did, with wil- 
full ottences againſt your ownknowledgetry & 
examine all your thoughts, how & wherin they 
ſta::d afteted,8& aboue al grieue not the bleſſed 
motions of that cfortable ſpirit,which es 
E 
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the very Life and Being of the ſoule. To con- 
clude,let al flaunderous mouthes be ſtopped,& 
all the fatious ſciſmatiques in the land ſha 
med, in beholding your chriſtian and Princelz 
example:continue ſtillto be louingly and kind 
ly affected one towards another : celebratethis 
holy time ina true religious maner:SanGihe the 
joyful beginniug of this new yeares raiRe With 
new deuotion vnto God : lay all your Honor, 
downe at the foote of the altar:receiue che holy 
Sacraments ioyntly rogether, and ſo bee faith. 
fully knit in louc and in one head Chriſt Teſus: 
go cheerefully on,delight ſtill in doing good: & 
the Lord God of our Fathers increaſe in you 
good deſires, giue you zealeto performe them, 
confirme vatoyou,&rto your ſcede,all his good 
promiſes, and vnto cuery one of vs heregraunt 
pardon for offences paſt, giue vs comfort and 
ſtrength mn temptations tocome,changeall our 
lives more and moretoa better courfe,euen for 
his bleſſed Sonne Chriſt leſas fake:who with 
the Father andthe holy Ghoſt, be ble. 
{edandprayſed for euer. 


Amen. 
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' lowe countrey, wherebp may 1! 
eaſily be ſeen to whom all li 
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the beginning and cauſe sf 
the1are lacetronbles and ca - 

| lamities is to be 

lmputed. 


Andtherewlthalſo claunders | 
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deliver me from the deceittull and wics 
| ked man , For wen art the God of my 
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